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This month’s OXFORD 


Hawker Hurricane Mkl - Naval 
Air Service, 880 Sqn.1941 
AC059 1:72 


OH Tiger Moth XL 714 
HMS Heron Flight, RN 
72TM008 72 


Percival Proctor MkV 
G-AKIU - Classic Air Force 
72PP001 1:72 




Luke M&072 


ERF EC Olympic Fridge 
Trailer - John Mackirdy 
76EC002 1:76 


OAF 2800 Tipper 
Alfred Hymas 
76028002 1:76 


Scania Highline - Eddie 
Stobart - Luke Morris 
76SHL13WF 1:76 


Fowler Steam Roller - 
No 19053 ‘Patricia 6’ 
76FSR004 1:76 


Scania Irizar PR - Bullocks 
76IRZ006 1:76 


Land Rover FT6 Carmichael 
Army Fire Service 
76LRC004 1:76 


Bedford 0Y Rescue Vehicle 
Civil Defence Corps 
76BD019 1:76 


Morris J2 Minibus 
British Army HQEC 
76JM022 :76 


AEC Matador Wrecker 
British Army 
76AEC018 1:76 


Austin Tilly - RAF Blue 
76TIL010 1:76 


Land Rover Discovery 4 
Baltic Blue 
76DIS004 1:76 


Austin 1300GT - Flame Red 
76AUS002 1:76 


Caravan - Cream/Brown 
76CV003 1:76 


Tricycle Van - Ambulance 
76TV007 1:76 


Scania Irizar PB 
Eddie Stobart 
NIRZ004 1:148 


Bentley MkVI - 
Brewster Green/Black 
BN6003 1:43 


Jaguar XK150 Coupe - 
Bluebird Blue - 0 Campbell 
JAGXK150006 1:43 
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O ur'Scenes Past'feature 

this month looks at lorries 
connected with what used 
to be a major industry in 
Britain. There were six or 
so major ports at which fishing was an 
important occupation, plus plenty of 
smaller harbours with a fleet of fishing 
boats. Now it's nearly all gone: over¬ 
fishing, politics, international arguments. 
Where does our'fish and chips'come from 
now, I wonder... 

As I grew up in a fishing port, in a family 
with connections to the business going 
back several generations, I have been 
keen to use the series of pictures of Hull 
Fish Market, as they show similar vehicles 
to those I was familiar with as a boy. In 
those days, much of the fish still went off 
to the major markets, like Billingsgate, by 
train, so the lorries only carried the fish 
boxes to the railway goods yard - so they 
were almost all small four-wheelers. This 
all changed in the mid-1960s, with road 
transport taking over almost entirely, 
which was part of the reason our pictures 
were taken. 

I was always fascinated by certain aspects 
of the operation - the lorries, that is, not 
what went on at the docks, I was only 
interested in the fish once it was cooked 
and on my plate. In Lowestoft, there were 
several transport companies involved with 
the fish business: A E Balls, W Barnard, plus 
another Barnard all had sizeable fleets 
working from the fish market, as well as a 
number of smaller concerns with one or 
two vehicles each. 

For years, I wondered why the green A 
E Balls lorries had white cab roofs, while 
the W Barnard lorries were all-green.The 
other Barnard lorries were dark blue, 
with orange cab roofs. Why the different 
coloured cab roofs? Then the penny 
dropped. This way, the fish 'lumpers'on 
the market could more easily identify from 
the loading dock whose lorry they were 
loading. 

The other thing which fascinated me 
was the way you would see a lorry with 
empty fish boxes piled high behind the 
cab, although they didn't have a full load. 
Obviously, as there was little weight in the 
empty boxes, they could pile them high, 
in case they needed space for lots more 
to come, as the number in each particular 
load wasn't known beforehand. The 
amazing thing was, I don't remember these 
high loads being roped down - or falling 
off, for that matter... 

Enough of my reminiscing. In this issue, 
we also have the first of a series of articles 
on the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society 
and its vehicles. 'RACS', as it was usually 


This is one of those irresistible pictures, although it’s been seen before. A previous caption referred to 
the ‘lively buck-jumping performance’of the Bedford OWL - and it’s only rear wheel drive - while the 
original caption just says ‘A Bedford WD vehicle becomes almost airborne, as Experimental Engineers 
put it through its paces’. The interesting thing is that this was in August 1945, by which time this type 
of lorry had already proved itself... 


known around South London, was one of 
the regional co-ops which ran coaches, 
which are covered in the first two articles. 
Allen Bedford then moves on to the fleet 
of goods and delivery vehicles. He has 
put a lot of research into this, including 
visits to the National Co-operative Archive 
in Manchester, for which he is to be 
applauded. 

Talking of research, Ray Newcomb has 
spent a lot of time looking back at the 
transport industry around Grimsby. He has 
a column in the local paper, which often 
brings yet more information and pictures 
'out of the woodwork' which he shares 
with us. Colin Chesterman does a similar 
job, with relation to companies involved 
in transport in the Leicester area. We are 
forever indebted to all these gentlemen, 
who bring out a lot of material which is of 
interest way beyond their local areas. 

A forthcoming event at Brooklands has 
spurred Malcolm Bates on to look at the 
1940s - not just the war years, but the 
years of recovery - which would prove 
pivotal in Britain's fortunes for many years 
to come, sadly, perhaps not long enough, 
but it's a very interesting decade to look 
back on. 'The 1940s Relived' promises to be 
a most interesting day at Brooklands. We 
hope to see you there. In the next issue, 
we'll begin our monthly listing of events, as 
the 2016 season gets under way. Plenty to 
look forward to, as well as back, as always. 


i^jmssssm* 


The Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society was 
well-known for its fleet of coaches, seen 
across South London for many years. Like 
many operators, it had to take what it could 
get in the early post-war years, like this 
Churchill-bodied Austin CXB, seen with a 
private party in heavy traffic near Wembley 
in the 1950s. 

Vehicles like this Dodge 28 ton artic would 
take over from rail the long-distance 
deliveries offish to major markets Like 
Billingsgate during the mid-1960s, as road 
transport proved itself more flexible and 
reliable. 
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WHEELED ESCAPES - PART 2 



I Above: This Commer/Hampshire Car Bodies water tender of Kent Fire Brigade was fitted with the new Merryweather Light alloy 45ft‘Gut buster’ 
extension Ladder, which would ultimately Lead to the extinction of the wheeled escape Ladder. 


Ron Henderson concludes the story of wheeled fire escapes used by British fire brigades. 


B ritain's nationalised fire brigades 
were returned to local authority 
control in 1948 and new 
countywide fire authorities 
were formed. One of the 
priorities was the replacement of aging 
pre-war and rudimentary wartime standard 
fire appliances, as appliance fleets were 
consolidated. It was a lucrative time for 
fire engine manufacturers, with many new 
designs appearing. 

At this time, there remained three 
manufacturers of wheeled escape ladders: 
John Morris of Salford, whose ladders 
were characterised by the reinforcing bow 
trussing; Merryweathers of Greenwich, 
which offered a bow-trussed Telescala ladder 
and a lightweight steel version, weighing 
just over 10 cwt; and finally Hampshire Car 
Bodies, which acquired the rights of the old- 
established firm of E H Bayley Ltd of London 
in 1953, maker of laminated wood escapes, 
which weighed 15 cwt. Many new wheeled 



Above: For appliances with rear pumps, it was often customary to remove the wheeled escape 
Ladder, in order to gain better access to the pump controls, although it was possible to contort 
oneself underneath the Ladder to get access. This 1954 Northumberland Commer/MiLes appliance 
has had its 50ft Bayley Ladder‘slipped’for just such a reason.The rollers and the sliding carriage 
that altered the angle of the ladders can clearly be seen in this photograph. 
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Above: Merryweather and Sons introduced the newAECTGM-based Marquis Series 7 pump escape in 1967, with the prototype going to Leicester City. 
These models were usually equipped to carry Merryweathers’ own 50ft steel wheeled escape Ladder, but invariably ended their days carrying 45ft Light 
alloy extension Ladders. 


escape ladders were bought with the new 
fire engines but, in other cases, existing pre¬ 
war ladders were fitted. 

In 1948, the Home Office imported two 
light alloy 50ft extension ladders from the 
United States of America and commissioned 
Merryweathers to adapt one of them and 
shorten it to 45ft. Kent Fire Brigade was 
given the task of evaluating the ladder, 
placing one into service at Gravesend in 
August 1952. Within four years of this initial 
trial, there were no more wheeled escape 
ladders in Kent, the county fire authority 
being the first in the United Kingdom to 
dispose of them in their entirety. 

However, for some years Kent stood 
alone until Fife Fire Brigade dispensed 
with wheeled escapes in 1960. Caution 
prevailed, with the new light alloy extension 
ladder being adopted by several other fire 
brigades and used, not as a substitute, but 
in conjunction with appliances carrying 
wheeled escape ladders. 

In the late 1960s, another new light 
alloy 45ft 'Lacon'extension ladder was 
introduced. Much lighter and easier to 
handle than the American-designed ladder, 
this one was much more successful and, 
before long, many brigades progressively 
withdrew the traditional wheeled escape 
ladders and adapted their pump escapes 
to accommodate the new 45ft extension 
ladders. 

It was in 1974 however, that the decline 
really set in, for in this year local government 


reorganisation saw the reduction in the 
number of Britain's fire brigades, through 
the incorporation of the county borough 
fire brigades into county fire authorities. The 
bigger fleets wanted a greater degree of 
standardisation, among the varied collection 


of inherited appliances and, from this period 
onwards, very few new pump escapes 
were ordered, the 45ft Lacon ladder being 
specified with the new appliances. 

Some authorities did persevere, however, 
and commissioned new appliances fitted 



Above: Derbyshire Fire Brigade was one authority that perpetuated the notion of wheeled escape 
Ladders acquiring three of these Carmichael-bodied SheLvoke SPVs in 1979. Fitted with the new 
John Morris Ladder, they were the Last pump escapes purchased by the county fire authority and, 
as was becoming increasingly common, spent their Latter operational life carrying 45ft Light alloy 
extension Ladders. 
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Above: In 1979 London Fire Brigade ordered 48 of these Shelvoke SPV dual-purpose appliances, with Cheshire Fire Engineering (CFE) bodywork. They 
were the Last escape-carrying appliances to be bought by the brigade. Thereafter, the wheeled escape ladders were progressively replaced by Light 
alloy extension Ladders.The‘G30’ plate on this one denotes it was a Wembley machine. (N TarLing) 



with wheeled escapes, but the writing 
was on the wall. In 1975, John Morris & 

Sons introduced a new pattern of wheeled 
escape ladder, constructed of wood, but it 
came too late in the day. The design was 
facing increasing obsolescence. London 
Fire Brigade received its last pump escape 
in 1980, based on a Shelvoke chassis and 
continued to use them for several more 
years, taking the opportunity to buy up 
some of the redundant ladders from 
brigades that had withdrawn them. 

All of London's pump escapes were later 
refitted with 45ft ladders with the last 
wheeled escape ladder being withdrawn 
from Chelsea fire station in 1985. Eventually, 


Above: In 1982, East Sussex Fire Brigade 
bought a pair of these Dennis RS appliances 
with 50ft Merryweather steel wheeled 
steel escape Ladders. They were to be 
among the last pump escapes to be built 
but, fortunately, this one has survived into 
preservation. 

just two provincial brigades on the United 
Kingdom mainland, East Sussex and 
Hertfordshire, which had commissioned 
new Dennis appliances in the 1980s, 
equipped with Merryweather steel escapes, 
succumbed to progress. 

The last operational examples were finally 
withdrawn from Hertfordshire's Hemel 
Hempstead and Watford fire stations in late 
1994. In May 1995, the Isle of Man withdrew 


Above: Similar to the East Sussex machines, but with unpainted aluminium alloy body and tilt cab, 
this Hertfordshire Dennis SS appliance, delivered in 1984 for the town of Watford, was the Last 
pump escape built for a British customer. Withdrawn in 1994, together with a sister appliance from 
Hemel Hempstead, they marked the end of a uniquely British design that had saved thousands of 
Lives since first introduced in the early 1800s. (J C Thompson) 


its last wheeled escape ladder from Port Erin 
fire station. This then was the end of an era. 
After almost 200 years of service the historic 
wheeled escape ladder was in use no more. 
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GET SOCIAL. 


Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Show 

11* & 12*June 

A two day show featuring a colourful 
display of pre 1996 commercial vehicles. 

Buy discounted tickets & 
camping pitches online 

or call 01926 645033 
Mon-Fri 10-4pm 

admin fee applies. 

*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional 
vouchers are NOT valid for this show. 


BRITISH 

MOTOR 


britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 





MAYDAY 

BANK HOLIDAY 

WEEKEND 

Sat 30th April, Sun 1st & Mon 2nd May 2016 

Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, North Wales LL30 3BW, 
Great Orme & Conway, Evening Road Runs. 
Shuttle bus service available 
Details SAE: - 48 Church Road, Rhos on Sea, 

Colwyn Bay, Conwy County, LL28 4YS 
Tel: - 01492 545053 up to 6pm ONLY, 

www.llantransfest.co.uk 


WINDSCREEN RUBBER 


Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV 
AEC Park Royal 
AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 
Austin FFK 
Bedford ‘QL’ 
Atkinson Borderer 
Commer TS3 


Dodge ‘K’ Series 
ERF ‘A’ and IV’ 
Foden S21/S80 
Ford D’ Series 
Thames Trader 
Scammel Crusader 
Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 


Tel 01953 607295 



Eddie Johnson, Classic Lorry and Van Insurance 



The Classic Lorry and Van Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 0161 410 1065 


Classic Vans is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance 
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 
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PSV Scene 


A1926 delivery, 
FLeet No 9,LT9145 
shown in this 
Dennis photo, with 
the hood erected, 
but still built 
to traditional 
charabanc style. 



Above: Another shot of Dennis No 9, LT 9145, this time with hood lowered, although taken in bleak 
conditions, possibly on PLumstead Common. 


Allan Bedford looks at the history of 
the coaching operations of the Royal 
Arsenal Co-operative Society , based in 
South-east London. 

ith the rapid advance and 
reliability of commercial 
vehicles brought about 
by World War I, many 
new charabancs took to 
our roads in the immediate period of peace. 
Many were owned by ex-servicemen, while 
companies already established before the 
conflict were able to expand rapidly. 

In Plumstead, South-east London,Timpsons, 
founded in 1912, was building up a fleet of 
Huddersfield-built Karriers. Nearby in Lakedale 
Road, a greengrocer, Bradshaws diversified into 
travel and soon built up another Karrier fleet. 
Trading latterly as Bradshaws Supercoaches, 
this company sold out to Timpsons in 1958. 

In Greenwich, Charlie Lewis, fresh from the 
Flying Corps, persuaded his greengrocer father 
to follow the same path, and a small 1920 
Karrier was the first vehicle purchased by this 
famous firm, which is now 96 years old, and 
features the Meridian Fleet name. 

Meanwhile, the already large Royal Arsenal 
Co-operative Society, based in Woolwich, 
also saw leisure travel as a popular and viable 
venture to offer to its hundreds of members. 


The RACS, possibly influenced by the purchase 
of a fleet of Dennis charabancs by the Plymouth 
Mutual Co-operative and Industrial Society 
(Plymco) in 1919, and the issue of a favourable 
report from the CWS Traffic Manager in 
Manchester (see top of next page) also turned 
to Guildford for its initial purchase of six 40 
HP charas. One of these carried a Stockport 
(DB) registration plate, and there is evidence 
that Dennis made use of some of this Cheshire 


town's issues on demonstrators (see right). 

These first vehicles carried the'Mcleod chara. 
bancs'fleet name, which was taken from the 
fledgling Society's main founder in 1868, 
Alexander Mcleod. Born in 1832, the son of a 
Skye crofter, he became the its first chairman, 
rising to secretary and manager by the 
Edwardian period. 

In 1926, the first centre gangway enclosed 
coach, Fleet No 8, KM 4826, with Beadle of 
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DENNIS CHARSABANCS 




Dartford coachwork, was soon joined by the 
more traditional chara-styled, Fleet No 9, LT 
9145 (seen on the previous page). Nine Dennis 
50 cwt chassis were added to the fleet in 1927, 
but were destined to have only a three to four 
year stay in their original form, owing to the 
rapid advance in vehicle design. However, eight 
of these found a new lease of life as lorries in 
the RACS transport fleet. 

The first vehicles to join the fleet reflecting 
this rapid progress were four AEC Reliance (type 
660) with Beadle 31 seat coachwork in 1929. 

By this time the Society's excursion handbills 
and newspaper advertisements stated that "a 
fleet of the latest safety coaches of the centre 
gangway type has been built for this service 
and is now in commission". (See top left of next 
page.) 

Resorts served stretched from Margate 
around to Portsmouth and Southsea, with 
Margate offered at a bargain day return fare of 
5/9d on Fridays. The best deal, however, was a 
five day ticket, entitling the traveller to select a 
different resort each day, for a bargain 25/-. 

Competition in the immediate area was 




IJ4U 


Above: 1920 Dennis chara entering the 
original garage in Woolwich, showing its‘DB’ 
registration and ‘wavy’ McLeod fleetname 
from the 1922 RACS cine film ‘Trading & 
Cultural Activities’. 


Left: Dennis ‘Chars-a-bancs’ advert from 
around 1920, with specific reference to the 
vehicles supplied to the Plymouth Mutual 
Co-operative and Industrial Society (PLymco) 
in 1919. 


With the introduction of the AEC Regal Type 
662 in the Autumn of 1929, the Society was one 
of the earliest purchasers, taking delivery of 
eight with Beadle C31F coachwork in the spring 
of 1930, including chassis No. 662021 (seen in 
part 2 next month...). However, these were 
destined to be the last Southall products to 
join the fleet untill 946. From then on, Leyland 
Tigers joined the fleet from 1931 to 1937. 

With the acquisition of the West London- 
registered 'Golden West Lines' in 1932, five 
Daimler CF6 coaches, new in 1929/30, joined 
the fleet, but were disposed of within a few 
years. The only other break from the Leyland 
reign were two Bedford WTB/Duple 25 seaters, 
new in 1937, DXA 246/247. 

The acquisition of Golden West Lines brought 
an express licence to Bournemouth which was 
'transferred', by the granting of a licence in the 
name of the RACS in late 1933. Three years 
earlier, before the full effects of the 1930 Act 
passed into law on 1 st August that year, the 
Society had introduced a cut-price London to 
Torquay service. This was in competition with 
a number of new and short-lived operators, 
as well as the well-established Elliott Bros Ltd 
(Royal Blue) of Bournemouth, which offered 
two services to Torquay and Plymouth by 


intense. Competitors in 1929 included 
Bradshaws, Charlie Lewis,Timpsons, Sandfords 
Express of New Cross and Buckleys (Royal Blue 
of Plumstead), all serving the most popular 
resorts, with very little price variance, so the 
vehicle and driver both had to be good to 
get the bookings. However, there was one 
advantage the RACS offered at this time - no 
one else could match'the divi'! This practice 
was seen as an unfair advantage and was 
resented by the various holders of Metropolitan 
Traffic Area licences in the Society's pick-up 
zone. 

Under the provisions of the 1930 Road 
Traffic Act, operators had to apply to the Traffic 
Commissioner for picking-up points. These 
could be challenged by competitors or refused 
altogether, even though an operator might 
have used a specific location since chara days. 

In the case of the Society, all pick-up points 
granted were in areas where it had retail outlets, 
which by this time extended into South-west 
London.These pick-up points included 
Plumstead, Eltham, Woolwich, Lewisham and 
Clapham. Resorts that were served throughout 
the Society's coaching days included Clacton, 
Margate and Ramsgate, Hastings, Eastbourne, 
Brighton and Bournemouth. 


Below: An outing by the RACS Womens 
Guild in 1922, from the Nuxley Road Branch 
in Upper Belvedere, Kent, features Dennis 
No l,with over thirty adults and at Least 
seven youngsters and the uniformed driver 
complete with ‘dog end’. 


BEAUTIFULLY UPHOLSTERED IN BEST ENGLISH 
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Above: Atypical advert from the Late 1920s, 
note the special rate to Margate on Fridays. 

Right: Charlie Lewis offered a similar variety 
of resorts and prices in the Late 1920s, note 
the safety first triangles on the heading and a 
depiction of the company’s Karrier WL6 coach. 
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different routes from 1928/9. 

The agreed price through 1930 had been 
set at £1 single and 35/- (£1.75) return, until 
October when the society reduced the fare to 
12/6d (63p) single and 17/6d (88p) return. This 
prompted Elliott Bros to offer a lower rate, which 
ultimately proved unviable, and a compromise 
was reached with all operators for the winter 
period 1930/31. The Society however broke 
this agreement in 1931, by again offering lower 
prices for the summer period. The eventual 
outcome of all this was a refusal by the Traffic 
Commissioners, in February 1932, to grant 
the Society a licence for this route under the 


provisions of the Act. 

Although a few'by-passes'and dual 
carriageway improvements had been built on 
the main arteries, such as Dartford (A2) in 1924, 
and Kingston (A3) in 1927, a Sunday trip to 
the coast would mean an early start and often 
very slow progress, with perhaps two comfort/ 
refreshment stops. 

With the vast growth of the suburbs around 
London between the wars and a steady 
improvement in living standards after the 
depression, car sales, especially in the 8-10 
HP range, were on the increase, with Ford of 
Dagenham able to offer a basic version of its 


best-selling model 'Y'8 HP for just a £100 in 
1936, the first Ford Popular. Congestion on a 
sunny summer's day was inevitable, and among 
the worst'bottle-necks'were the Medway 
Towns. 

Starting on the approaches to Strood at 
Rede Court, traffic queued two deep and then 
crawled over the then single Rochester Bridge, 
followed by a long slog up Star Hill and then 
through Chatham and Luton, with the even 
harder climb up Chatham Hill and thence 
through Gillingham and Rainham. Even in the 
1950s, enterprising local vendors would appear 
on board any stationary coaches at Rede Court, 



Above: Awonderful glimpse of the colour scheme applied to the 1930-31 coach fleet. These stills are taken from one of the society’s own films 
made in 1934. The coaches had brought a Large party of children from London to Littlehampton for the day. One of the drivers is shown cleaning the 
nearside headlamp glass of his Tiger. The Tiger second Left is GO 8515, new in 1931, while the Regal isGJ 5355 of 1930. Note the differing styles of 
windscreen and indicator Layout on the Leylands. 
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Above Left: LeyLand TS7, Fleet No 53, CYF 227, along with sister No 51, survived in the fleet until January 1953. Seen post-war in a coach park somewhere 
in the Bognor area, on hire to Duval’s, in company with a venerable 1930 AEC Regal of Blue Belle of Brixton behind. Above right: The piece from the June 
1944 staff magazine. 


Strood selling copies of all the popular Sunday 
papers of the period. 

There was a deadline for departure from 
these resorts at around 4 pm. The population 
of places like Margate could grow by several 
thousand during the peak period, some arriving 
by steam-hauled Southern Railway excursions, 
but the majority by the numerous competing 
independent coach providers. 

A typical season would begin at Easter, with a 
short break before building up through Whitsun 
into the peak period, but most operators would 
then park up the majority of their fleets in 
October for the winter months. 

The Society's larger stores had a travel 
department, which dealt with coach bookings 
including private hire, theatre bookings and so 
on. In the'panto season', large parties of children 
were treated to a rare coach trip. 

Three other major Co-operative Societies 
served the Greater London area, with the 
London (LCS) and the Enfield Highway (EHCS) 
both having a small fleet of coaches for private 
hire, but no licenced services. On the other 
hand, the South Suburban Co-operative Society, 
as far as is known, had no coaches. 

A direct consequence on the declaration of 
World War II was the surrendering of vehicles 
to the Ministry of Transport for the 'War 
Department', in line with operators throughout 
the country. In September 1939, the society's 
fleet was in excess of 30 vehicles, but a few 
months later was fewer than ten. The majority of 
those commandeered were the 1930 Regals (8) 
and 1931Tigers (14), none of which returned to 
the fleet. Two later vehicles, 1936 Leyland Tiger 
TS7/Beadle No 52, CYF 226 and 1937 Bedford 
WTB/Duple No 54, DXA 246, were also loaned in 
1942, never to return. 

In an edition of the Society's staff magazine 
'TOGETHER', published in the crucial month 
of June 1944, regular correspondent'Buffer' 
talks about the transport department, (as seen 
above.) In a largely fictitious account of the 


activities of the remaining coach fleet, he goes 
on to say quite a lot: "...but not all of our coaches 
have been commandeered, those left are 
engaged in transporting aircraft workers to and 
from the factory." 

By the end of the war just eight coaches 
remained in the Society's fleet, as shown in the 
table with next month's article. 

In an ambitious move, with post-war inclusive 
coach and hotel holidays in mind, the Society 
purchased the Hotel Lucerne at Sandown, on 
the Isle of Wight, in March 1945, followed by The 
Savoy Hotel, Shanklin, the following year. They 
were planned to open for business on 14th May, 
1945, and arrangements were made to purchase 
their provisions from the Cowes Co-operative 
Society, with trade terms of less 10% for grocery 
and 12 % for butchery. Hotel rates between May 
and September varied from 5 to 7 guineas per 
week, with breakfast at 3/- (15p), lunch 4/- (20p) 
and tea 1/6d (7p), with dinner at 5/- (25p). 

In the years that followed, holiday makers 


would travel to Portsmouth by RACS coach, 
then to Ryde by paddle steamer and be met by 
a coach of Moss Tours of Sandown, for the final 
part of the journey. That, no doubt, would be 
followed by the inevitable'trip round the island' 
or perhaps a half day tour to Blackgang Chine or 
Carisbrooke Castle during their stay. 

The Society's Transport Manager at this 
period, Denis Falvey, recommended in a minute 
book entry, dated 29th June 1945, that twelve 
replacement coaches be ordered to bring the 
fleet back to twenty. On 4th July 1945, it was 
further minuted that an application be made for 
a licence for their immediate purchase to enable 
them to be ready for the 1946 season. 

Denis Falvey's father had established 'Falveys 
Ealing Coaches' in March 1928, with services to 
many of the popular resorts, and by 1930 had 
built up a fleet of seven vehicles. The Company, 
however, was wound up in December 1931 
and its licences were re-applied for by the Valli 
family, whose immaculate fleet traded by 1933 


Above Left: An as new’shot of the first of eight AEC Regal Is, No 60, HXX 534, with Beadle C32F 
coachwork. It Looks Like the Charlton area again.This one was hired to London Transport, as 
mentioned in the text, and Like all the others was‘transformed’with new Duple coachwork in 1954. 
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Right: The second of two Dennis Lancets was 
delivered in 1949 and carried Whitson of 
West Drayton coachwork. Fleet No 86, KGW 39, 
is seen in company with AEC Regal No 88. 

Below: Another 1949 delivery shows Maudsley 
Marathon 3, Fleet No 83, KGW 36, one of 
four to join the main fleet and all featuring 
Whitson coachwork. They all received new 
Duple Vega-style coachwork during 1956. 


as Valliant Direct Coaches Ltd. 

The Society soon placed an order for just 
eight new coaches, returning to AEC after 15 
years and, for the last time, choosing Beadle 
coachwork. However, none of these were 
delivered in time for the 1946 season. They took 
Fleet Nos 60-67, HXX 534-541, with delivery 
spread between December 1946 and March 
1947 (as seen on the previous page.) 

The austerity years following World War II, 
with rationing on petrol ending in 1950, but 
on certain foods as late as 1954 was, however, 
a boom time for all forms of public transport. 

If one was lucky enough to be able to afford 
a modest new car, a waiting list would be 
joined of up to three years, as this was the 
time'ofexportordie'. Ford at Dagenham still 
produced the country's cheapest car, the 8 HP 
Anglia (E04A) at £293, which included 33 1/3% 
purchase tax, while sound pre-war cars made 
good money. 

The shortage of steel and raw materials 
resulted in many coach operators spreading 
their chassis and body requirements far and 
wide, in the hope of the earliest delivery to 
satisfy the pent up demand. The RACS placed 
orders with six chassis makers and six coach 
builders during the 1948-51 period. This 
demand created a temporary boom for new 
and short-lived body builders, while some 
hitherto luxury car coachworks turned to this 
work in an effort to survive. 


25th March 1946, the Society purchased the 
goodwill, licences and vehicles of two Surrey 
based coach operators, W J Eggleton of Merton 
and Duval & Sons of Kingston on Thames. The 
Society had many stores in the South-west 
London area during this period although none 
in Kingston and additionally had a second 
coach depot at Sandy Lane, Mitcham, so the 
purchase was a good geographical 'fit'. 

The Duval business originally traded as'Shaw 
& Duval' until 1935, with destinations served 
from Margate to Southsea in its summer 
programme. At the outbreak of war, the mixed 
fleet included Dennis Arrows and Lancets, 
LeylandTSI, Bedford WLB and WTB, plus a lone 
example of the advanced Maudslay SF40. 

Raymond Duval served in H M Forces during 
World War II and, as a result Mr W J Eggleton 
acted as a temporary manager and secretary, 
from 1 st December 1943, assisted by Mrs Duval 
Snr. Two 1938 WTBs and a 1938 Leyland TS8 
were bought from Eggletons on 12th May 1942, 
at a cost of £3,300 and transferred to the Duval 
fleet. 

An amusing insight is revealed in the Duval 


The Society's assortment comprised:- 
The very observant will notice that Fleet 
Nos 72-3 are missing, any information on this 
apparent gap, perhaps they were temporary 
members of the fleet, would be appreciated. 

This vast investment created a fleet in the 
1951-2 period of 46, but this was reduced again 
by the 1953 season, with the disposal of the 
eight pre-war survivors (seen next time). 
However, this is only half the story as on 



Above: Fewcoachbuilders successfully blended the new Austin ‘Loadstar’derived frontend into 
their designs, and Churchill’s effort was certainly ungainly, seen here in this view of 1951-built 
No 89, PPG 410, departing from Wembley, in company with a Lovely Austin A95 Westminster, a 
Sunbeam Talbot, Bristol LD and two LSs and what Looks Like one of the Society’s re-bodied Regals. 
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| Above: AEC Regal L, No 65, as transformed in 1954 with new Duple coachwork. 



Above: The word classic’ is often misused but certainly not in the case of the style of Duple 
‘Britannia’C41C coachwork fitted to the four AEC Reliances, Type MU3RV, new in 1956. Fleet No 91, 
SXC116, again at Wembley Stadium. 



Above: After the glorious 1950s, the Society’s new vehicles in the following decade were very 
disappointing. The first batch of five Duple- bodied Bedford SB5s arrived in 1963 and were 
unusual in carrying Middlesex‘A suffix’ registrations. Fleet No 99, AME 711A, was entry no 27 in 
that year’s British Coach Rally at Brighton. It is seen in company with Southdown Leyland Leopard/ 
Harrington Cavalier 315, entry no 28, in Buckingham Palace Road with the Art Metal Factory and a 
Standerwick‘Gay Hostess’ Leyland Atlantean in view. 


minute book of 19th July 1945, at a time when 
Mrs Duval Snr was still involved, but suffering 
ill health, Mr Eggleton states: "it is time she 
retired from the business and myself also 
being of advanced years wish to do likewise" 

It is therefore of little surprise that both 
businesses were bought by share purchase, 
in an agreement dated 25th March 1946, with 
two RACS appointed directors, based at the 
Powis Street, Woolwich Head Office, replacing 
Mr Raymond and Mrs Alice Duval.The signed 
agreement was witnessed in the presence of Mr 
E J Barkham (coach driver) and was for an initial 
five year period. 

This agreement stipulated that the Duval 
family would not be involved in the operating, 
carrying, hiring, or arranging of any PSV vehicles 
'within the Metropolitan Traffic Area'. 

The retention of a well-respected name 
in this area of London was obviously a wise 
move, having a certain up-market image, and 
it remained a separate entity up to the winding 
down of the Society's coach business. 

The acquired fleet included Bedford WTBs, 
Dennis Lancets and examples of the Leyland 
Tiger and Cheetah, some of which gave another 
ten years service (img. 455/AAN39-1). Like the 
Society's fleet, a very mixed bag of chassis/body 
combinations brought the fleet strength up to 
20 by the 1950 season. 

The new additions were:- 

The two Maudslay Marathon 2s, Nos 37/8, 
were a very unusual choice, being petrol- 
engined.The 7.41 litre six cylinder twin OHC 
engine fitted dated back to the late 1920s, from 
the days of the ML6.The Marathon chassis 
was the only petrol-engined heavyweight PSV 
offered post-war and discontinued in 1948: the 
Marathon 3 used the familiar AEC 7.7 diesel. 
Reflecting the high running costs, an entry 
in the Duval Minutes for 19th February 1951 
stated that the cost of fitting diesels in these 
two vehicles would be £1,100 each and that 
any decision to carry out this conversion was to 
be deferred until the end of the'motor coach 
season'. Unfortunately, no further reference 
can be found, but it is doubtful this conversion 
was ever carried out as these two were sold in 
April 1956, while four of the Marathon 3s were 
rebodied. 

The Duval minute book of February 1958 
discusses the health of 1947 Austin CXB No 
34, responding to a Ministry of Transport 
Inspector's Report, stating that a sum of £400 
would need to be spent before the issue of 
a new Certificate of Fitness. As the vehicle 
had covered 300,000 miles, this could not be 
justified and it was finally sold by July 1958 for 
just £170. 

In the immediate post-war period, every bus 
fleet in the country was desperate for new 
vehicles in a period of unprecedented demand. 
Many of London Transport's aging fleet would, 
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I Above: The first batch of two DupLe-bodied Bedford VAL14s arrived in 1965. Fleet No 119, MMC 
309C,at an unknown Location with the reflection of a Harrington-bodied coach alongside. 



| Above: An empty SB5, Fleet No K117, seen at Newhaven ‘in colour’. (PM Photography) 



under normal circumstances, have been 
withdrawn in the early 1940s. As a result, some 
of the fleet was still petrol powered but, with a 
long wait for the new fleet of RT/RTL vehicles, 
every effort had to be made to clear the queues. 

To help alleviate the worst situations, LT hired 
through the agency of the 'Passenger Vehicle 
Operators Association', a large number of 
coaches, mainly for the peak periods, but also 
to cover the situation when 'no serviceable bus' 
was available. The coach operators provided 
drivers, with LT providing conductors. From 
October 1947 to August 1949, over 900 vehicles 
were used from numerous sources and covered 
main routes in the'Green Country'areas, as 
well as all parts of the capital. Vehicles included 
veteran Leyland Lions, Gilfords and Tilling 
Stevens from the late 1920s, as well as brand 
new vehicles. 

The Society provided all eight of its new 
AEC Regals, Dennis Lancet No 74 and Leyland 
TS7 No 57.The vehicles were allocated to 
Catford (TL), Forest Gate (G), Plumstead (AM) 
and Streatham (AK) garages, at various times 
and used on a variety of routes, although no 
member of the Duval fleet was involved. 

The remaining eight pre-war coaches were 
sold in early 1953 to Charles Banfield. The 
Banfield fleet mushroomed rapidly during this 
period, with many venerable double-deckers 
adding to the numbers. Banfields had signed a 
lucrative contract with the Anglo-lranian Oil Co 
in 1951, to transport hundreds of construction 
workers daily, to the site of the new oil refinery 
on the Isle of Grain in Kent. 

Following the disastrous North Sea flood 
surge of Feburary 1953, some of these Banfield 
veterans, painted battle grey, were also drafted 
in to convey workers helping to rebuild the 
Thames Estuary defences. 

Surprisingly, given the'hard graft'any contract 
vehicle suffered, 1936 Leyland TS7 No 53 was 


still on the active Banfield fleet list published in 
1962. 

With the move to the underfloor engine 
layout on the heavier coach chassis from 
1950, front-engined half-cabs throughout the 
country became obsolete, almost overnight. 
Many operators, including the Society, chose 
to update their fleets by scrapping some of the 
sub-standard and dated bodywork,replacing 
it with the latest Duple Vega style, as used 
on Bedford and Commer chassis. During 


1954-7, the eight 1946/7 Regals and the four 
Maudslay Marathons of the RACS fleet, along 
with four of the Duval Maudslay Marathon 3s, 
received new FC35F coachworkto this layout, 
which extended their stay in the fleet by up 
to another nine years (see picture top left of 
previous page and picture 3 on next page). 

The Duval fleet was up-dated with four 
Duple Vega-bodied Bedford SBO chassis 
in 1954, purchased through the CWS at 
Manchester, at a total cost of £12,646.10 
(see picture 2 on next page). Another three, 
featuring the updated and attractive'butterfly 
front' followed in 1956). Also in 1956 came 
four very attractive Duple Britannia -bodied 
AEC Reliances (SXC 113-116), for the main fleet. 
Three more Reliances arrived in 1961, carrying 
comparatively rare Burlingham Seagull 
70 coachwork, with Duval also receiving a 
single example, to add to the two examples 
of updated Duple Britannia-style Reliances, 
delivered in 1960 (see picture 4 on next page). 

By the later 1950s, larger areas of cream 
enhanced the fleet's appearance but, sadly, 
with the arrival of the first Bedford/Duple SB5s 
in 1963, an uninspiring and insipid colour 
scheme was used on these boxlike offerings, 
which changed little in the final years. 

The Duval minute book for June 1961 
reveals that a local rival, Conway Hunt of 
Ottershaw, approached with an undisclosed 



Above: The Last batch of three coaches purchased new for the Woolwich fleet were Leyland 
Leopard/Duple Dominants, MHX 530-2P. Fleet No K01004 is returning to Woolwich during the final 
years (PM Photography) 
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1: This 1938 Dennis Lancet 2, with Duple C35F coachwork, No 32,GPH 498, remained in the fleet until the end of the 1952 season. It is seen in post¬ 
war days, at a refreshment stop often featured in photographs from this period. 

2: In the Duval fleet, 1954 Bedford SBO/Duple C36F, No 48, UPL6, with what could be a CLubbs of Wilmington SB alongside. 

3: Re-bodied Maudsley Marathon 3, No 40, JXT 949, is seen on a private hire to Local rival Conway Hunt and has conveyed workers from the old 
established James Walker‘Lion Works’at Woking, a brand synonymous for its range of packings and gaskets for industry. 

4: In 1960, two of these attractive Duple Britannia-bodied AEC Reliances joined the Surrey fleet. Fleet No 56,200 OPA, again at Wembley Stadium, with 
a pair of RTs on route 92 in the distance. 


offer for the Surrey-based fleet. A further 
entry in September 1961 reveals that a 
tentative offer, valuing the combined Duval 
and Eggleton business at £93,812, was made 
as the negotiations continued. It is not known 
how long these discussions took place as 
nothing further is recorded. 

Bedford/Duple combinations were 
purchased for both fleets during 1963-68, 
with a total of 25 SB5s, four VAS1, one VAS5, 
sixVAL14, twoVAM14and fourVAM70s 
delivered, (some pictured here, others next 
month). 

This period coincided with the so-called 
'Decade of the Affluent Worker', car ownership 
boomed, the MOT, or'Ten Year Test'as it was 
first known, drastically reduced the then 
vast number of surviving pre-war cars, at its 
introduction in 1960. 

With the opening of the M2 and sections of 
the M20 and other improvements, a trip to 
the Kent or Sussex coast became easier for 
the driver. Improvements in living standards 
provided many families with the opportunity 
and freedom of owning their first second¬ 
hand car and led to a decline in the demand 
for summer day trips by coach. 

Combined fleet replacements during the 
1970s comprised three Bedford YRTs in 1973 
and four Leyland Leopards in 1975/6, (seen 


in picture on previous page) all with Duple 
coachwork. 

Just four basic summer services survived by 
1979, Bognorand Littlehampton, Brighton 
and Worthing, Margate and Ramsgate, plus 
Hastings and Eastbourne, as well as popular 
race meetings. A few short-stay Continental 
tours were added to the list, such as the'Dutch 
Bulbfields in Spring', during the 1970s. 

At the end of 1979, Surrey Motors of Sutton, 
another famous coach company, ceased 
trading after 60 years, latterly under the control 
of a charitable trust. Its wonderful livery of 
primrose yellow and milk chocolate was to be 
seen on several generations of AECs, many 
fitted with some of the best Harrington of Hove 
coachwork. That immaculate fleet was soon 
snapped-up with two 1977 Reliance/Piaxtons 
and a very late-1979 registered Reliance/ 
Piaxton being acquired by the Society. These 
vehicles remained in their original colours and 
proved to be the Society's final purchases. 

The summer of 1981 marked the end of 
regular summer services, followed by the 
closure of the Duval business in 1982. The RACS 
itself passed into history as'an independent 
Society', when it merged with the mighty CWS 
empire in February 1985. 

• More great pictures and listings of vehicles 
in next month's issue. 
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Above: A period advertisement for Douglas Weir Ltd, showing the showroom frontage of the premises. 


Douglas Weir Ltd 


Colin Chesterman looks back 
to an important day in the 
history of a company for which 
he and his father worked during 
the 1950s. 

A s a result of meeting the family 
of the founder of the Leicester 
car and commercial vehicle 
dealership, the following report 
from the local newspaper and 
the transcript of Mr Douglas Weir's address 
at the celebration party have come to light 
and offer a lot of information about the 
business, typical of its kind in those days. 

The article in the Leicester Evening Mail for 
Monday, April 20th 1959, is typically surrounded 
by congratulatory advertisements taken out by 
suppliers to the company, but they help to show 
the wide range of different vehicles and services 
offered. 

The report of the evening's festivities begins by 


349 Welford Road, Leicester 

Telephone 76901 (4 lines) 


| Above: The Local newspaper article about the Silver Jubilee of the company in 1959. 
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Above: Lane & Peters operated tippers, until the company was nationalised, but never returned to 
business.The company had these two REOs,JU 8222/8223, from Douglas Weir Ltd around 1936. 


Above: Eric Spencer’s first Seddon was this Mk5S10 tipper, FAY 575, in 1949. Eric and Wilf Spencer 
started their haulage company in 1930, delivering coal from Whitwick Pit to Groby with a Model 
T Ford. Eric Later replaced the Ford with three successive ROE Speedwagons, working mainly from 
Groby Granite. The company’s Scania artic tippers are often seen on the Ml motorway today. 


saying that men who helped Douglas Weir when 
he started his business with a capital of £250, 
men such as Mr Ralph Kirk, who bought the 
first truck, and Mr F W Davies, who supplied the 
first agency, were given places of honour at the 
previous Friday's event. 

There was a time, said Mr Weir, when fortune 
knocked on his door before he took over the 
tenancy of 25, Dover Street. 

The knock of fortune came from Mr Davies, 
who had the REO truck agency in his pocket to 
offer him. This he obviously jumped at. 

Then came Mr Kirk to buy a REO truck. He was 
the first customer. 

"Selling trucks is not a bed of roses," Mr Weir 
openly admitted, "It took me three months' hard 
peddling to sell that first truck." 

In the same year, Mr Weir recalled, he had the 
Vauxhall agency, thanks to Mr Clark of Batchelor 
Bowles. Then came the Bedford agency. 

Then he spoke of the help he had received 
from Mr Herbert Seddon in giving him the first 
Seddon distributorship, and of Mr Bowdler, sales 
manager of Pilot Works, from where he obtained 
another successful agency. 

Then came undersealing, with the loyal 
support of Paddy Beggie.This had been built up 
from a car a week to an average of 25. "A very 
useful sideline,"as Mr Weir put it. 

The last agencies to be acquired were those of 
Lister Auto Trucks, Jaguar and Hillman cars. 

"All strings to our bow with which to progress 
our business," said Mr Weir. 

Mr Weir told the party that he started his 
business with one mechanic, who received £3 a 
week. 

"My'self-privileged'£4 brought the wages bill 
to £7 a week.Today it is around £400 a week."(In 
those days, this was not so much the result of 
inflation, but a greatly increased workforce.) 

Being the boss or an executive is not all honey, 
Mr Weir openly admitted at the party. 

"At times we have our ups and downs, our 


hectic moments battling against frustration and 
exasperation, trying to give of our best to our 
customers," he pointed out. 

"But it all comes out in the wash at the end of 
the day and a pint of beer is very relaxing after a 
hard battling day." 


That went for the mechanics, too, he said. Their 
work was also hard, as well as also brainy. 

"When a mechanic has worked from 8am to 
6pm plus occasional overtime, handling heavy 
materials, believe me, he has done a good day's 
work. I know, because I was a motor mechanic at 
the bench myself, before I started in business. 

Here he paused to pay tribute to his staff for 
the loyal way in which they had supported him. 

He thanked the mechanics in connection with 
overtime and the way they had volunteered to 
answer every SOS. 

He thanked, too, the sales, parts and service 
department/'Theyareall on their toes and I 
have nothing but praise for the efficient way in 
which these departments are operated,"he said. 

"Each manager handles his department 
admirably and their assistants, I know, work 
in perfect harmony, with the result that the 
working of the firm is like a machine - smooth 
and efficient." 

Under the leadership of Ken Coltman, the sales 
staff earned "the big penny for the firm." 

The last person on Mr Weir's thanks list was a 
very important person - his wife. 

Her perfect understanding, patience and 




’ v ‘/ 



A Seddon Mk5L, HJU 466, 
of Bircher Bros of Ibstock, 
Loaded with bricks. 
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Right: More Seddons of Bircher Bros, parked 
up ready for another day’s work. In those 
days, the Lorries were garaged overnight. 


tolerance, he said, had enabled him on many 
occasions years ago to work nearly round the 
clock. 

Douglas Weir's Address 

The transcript of Douglas Weir's address on that 
evening in 1959 includes the following: 

"It is my privilege and pleasure to welcome 
you all here tonight 

The object of this party is to celebrate the 
taking over of the new workshops. In other 
words, we are christening it, yes, and this 
ingoing is a permanency, as we are in to stay 
in. Last November, Mr Nasser and his'Canal 
brothers'caused a severe trade recession, which 
resulted in us having to vacate our building. It 
was decided to sell it but, by the grace of God, 
the Leicester Corporation turned down the 
purchaser's request to use it and I decided to 
keep it and operate it ourselves. 

Recently trade has picked up and there is every 
indication that we are in for good sales, along 
with service, repairs and parts from the stores, 
while underseals are also on the increase, so that 
additional floor space is vitally necessary. 

We have an additional heavy overhead 
expense to carry, but I am confident that with 
increased business in all departments, this 
expense will present no concern, the business 
must of course go on increasing, as a business 
can never stand still. Over the last 25 years, since 
the foundation with the staff of one man, it has 
steadily grown to its present stage. This has only 
been made possible but a loyal and hardworking 
staff and, to those past and present, I present my 
sincere thanks for your loyalty and cooperation. 

It would be very remiss of me if I omitted to pay 
tribute to the late Mr Chesterman (Colin's father, 
who was sales director) for the good work he did 
in helping to build the business over the past 10 
years with us. His passing was a great loss and a 



shock to us all. 

As we progress the business, we shall have to 
increase our customers in numbers and, at the 
end of the time, retain our present customers, by 
giving them the best service that it is humanly 
possible to give. We shall try to give them our 
best in skills and efficiency, so they get a good 
job and a fair price. 

It is those satisfied customers that pay the 
wages in your pockets every Friday, so via 
looking after them new customers will follow. 

Referring again to the inception of the firm in 
March 1934, our birthplace was 25, Dover Street, 
Leicester; the capacity was four vehicles, packed 
like sardines.The rent and rates were £2 per 
week, the wage the wage bill was £8 per week, 
£4 for one mechanic and £4 for myself. 

The capital was £250 and that's all I could 
scrape together in ready cash from my savings. 

Within two weeks, I had acquired the 
distribution of REO trucks for Leicestershire, 
Rutland and Northamptonshire. Obviously, 


I didn't have sufficient capital to finance the 
purchase of new vehicles. But I was lucky, very 
lucky indeed. REO Motors Ltd had plenty of 
money and they said I could have all the chassis 
or complete vehicles I wanted on a sale or return 
basis. I had as many as six chassis at one time 
in a local coachbuilder's yard, with not one 
penny paid for them until, of course, they were 
delivered to the customers. This procedure of 
working on REO's money was very satisfactory 
for both of us and I used it for four and a half 
years, until the war came and the importation of 
cars and trucks was stopped. 

How well I remember juggling these chassis 
around on demonstration, sitting on a wooden 
seat, offering the finest 3V* ton chassis in the 
world! Sales grew and I was selling at the rate of 
one per fortnight. 

In December 1937, we vacated Dover Street 
and took over 10, Fleetwood Road, where we 
survived the war years. The business grew 
and so did the staff in number. I acquired the 



Above: Bedford O and TA models and a Guy Vixen, all supplied and bodied for Hoyes,a local supplier of mineral waters and other drinks. 
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Above: Another Guy Vixen, supplied to 
Ouorn Speciality Products. Note the hunting 
scene on the side of the body of the van, 
which appears to have been taking part in a 
carnival procession. 

Right: An Austin 5-tonner, fitted with a Pilot 
tipping gear and body, delivered in 1948 at 
a cost of £704, soon after the war, when the 
Seddon and Bedford dealer had to supply a 
mix of what was available. 

Seddon distributorship and the Vauxhall-Bedford 
dealership. In fact, we were the first Seddon 
distributor appointed. This originated from my 
association with the Seddon Brothers, who were 
originally REO distributors like myself. 

In December 1947,1 brought the ground of our 
premises on Welford Road, where we are now. 
Plans were prepared and the first brick was due 
to be laid on New Year's Day in 1949.1 arranged 
with the bricklayer on the job that I would lay the 
first brick myself. He agreed and I said I would 
be along at 8 am. Being a Scotsman myself and, 
true to the tradition, I had a New Year's Eve party 
at my house and was first-footed by a friend of 
mine who was there. Not a bad combination! 

However, the inevitable hangover prevailed 
and, instead of performing my little bricklaying 
ceremony, I was fast asleep in bed. When I arrived 
on the scene two hours late, there were rows and 
rows of bricks laid. We vacated Fleetwood Road 
in June 1950, to take over 349, Welford Road. The 
showroom frontage was completed in March 
1952. Since then, a lot of cars and commercial 
vehicles have been sold, a lot of repairs done, a 
lot of spares have gone over Fred's counter, and a 
lot of underseal through Paddy's spray gun. 

So now, in June 1959, we enter the new 
workshop extension. And may we look forward 
to the day when it's too small and we require 
extending. Ladies and gentlemen, I would ask 
you to raise your glasses, and the toast is: "The 
new building..." 



Colin Chesterman's interest in lorries and cars started after the war, when his father 
was demobbed, after serving in the RASC. He got a job as a lorry salesman at Douglas Weir Ltd, 
the Seddon, Vauxhall and Bedford dealer in Leicester.There was no problem selling vehicles at 
that time, but the delivery dates could be anything up to two years or more later. 

In the school holidays, Colin would go with his father, to pick up the new chassis from the 
Seddon factory in Oldham, where there would be partly completed chassis waiting for parts from 
other manufacturers. 

He started with Douglas Weir Ltd as an apprentice in 1950, going to college for his City and 
Guilds and National Craftsmans, also going to the Seddon factory to pick up the completed 
chassis himself. 

He was conscripted into the REME in 1957, and signed up for three years, before going back to 
Douglas Weir in August 1960, where he became assistant service manager, until the company 
ceased trading in 1964, following a family bereavement. 

Douglas Weir Ltd 

Mr Weir came to Leicester in the early 1930s and was employed by Batchelor Bowles Ltd, the local 
Vauxhall-Bedford main dealer. He left this company and set up Douglas Weir Ltd, in Dover Street, 
Leicester, moving to Fleetwood Road, where he took on the REO dealership. 

This was during late 1938-'39, but World War II soon intervened. After the war, he took on the 
Seddon Diesel main agency and the Bedford sub-agency. 

In 1950, the company moved to a purpose-built showroom and workshop in Welford Road, 
Leicester.Thesizeofthe workshop was doubled in 1959, with access via Oakland Road. The 
company progressed well, until it ceased trading after Mr Weir died. 
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And finally, to 
Kathmandu 


Michael H C Baker concludes 
his account of an overland 
trip to Nepal in 1967. 


S o we were off again. Faith and 
Charity were parked in the 
customs yard in Kabul, under the 
watchful gaze of Abbas, while 
white-cabbed Hope, the most 
economical of our lorries, would take us on, 
with Roger, Jim and I sharing driving duties. 

We left Kabul on a bright, cold April morning. 
To reach Pakistan, we had to negotiate two 
passes, the Latterban and the much more 
famous Khyber. Having experienced so many 
impressive works of nature on our journey out 
from Kent, the Alps, the Adriatic from above 
Trieste, Mount Arrarat, the Caucasus, the 
Iranian and Afghan deserts, the Hindu Kush 
and the Latterban being just some examples, 
although steeped in history - in 1842 a 
British army retreating from Kabul, along with 
accompanying wives and camp followers, was 
slaughtered utterly, only one man escaping to 
tell the story - the Kyber did not at first seem 
anything very special. 

Right: The Bedford RL‘Hope’is seen amid 
stunning scenery on the‘Rajpath’. 


But we rapidly reassessed our judgement, as 
the well-surfaced German-built road carried 
us through deep gorges, following the twists 
of the Kabul River, on its way to join the Indus 
down on the plains, sweeping around rock 
faces, while the river cascaded vertically down, 
lunging over a stone bridge with the river 


far below, and winding on down until we 
emerged into a green valley. 

The open back of the lorry - Jim was driving 
- became a perfect viewing platform, from 
which we gazed upon a succession of startling 
vistas, the rocks stretching away to such 
heights that the sky became a small, jagged 
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The Bedford squeezes between 
a bullock cart and a steam roller 
on the ‘Grand Trunk Road’. 


patch of blue far distant, growing ever smaller 
with each twist of the road. 

And it was getting warmer. We crossed into 
Pakistan, and arrived at the head of the Khyber 
Pass, passing en route camel trains which 
would take some two weeks to reach Kabul. A 
lorry could do the journey in a day, yet there 
still seemed plenty of business for the camels, 
their drivers and their families, camped in 
black goat-skin tents. 

Most of those lorries were Bedfords. At that 
time, although in decline, the British motor 
industry still had a thriving export market in 
some parts of the world, and the commercial 
products of Luton and Dunstable were highly 
popular in Pakistan. Unlike the ramshackle 
Afghan lorries, the locally built bodies fitted 
to the normal control Bedford TJ chassis in 
Pakistan were real works of art, beautifully 
cared for and decorated with a riot of colourful 
images, ranging from bunches of flowers, 
through pictures of trains, ships, rockets and 
golden sunsets to the prophet Mohammed. 

On the bonnet would be chromium-plated 
imitation rivets and false hinges, with a sort of 
cowcatcher affair of chains, swinging from the 


bumper, while from the top of the windscreen 
hung a decorous fringe of plastic lace, the roof 
and dashboard covered in high quality plastic, 
doing a dazzling imitation of shiny leather. 

The name Khyber Pass has such resonance 
in terms of the British Empire and all that it 
stood for that the reality could probably never 
live up to its press. In comparison with the 
wonders of the Latterban Pass, it was tame, a 
not particularly deep or narrow descent, the 
most spectacular sight being that of a train 
laboriously making its way to Landi Kotal at 
the head of the Pass, hauled by two powerful 
steam engines built in Glasgow 50 years 
earlier. 

The following year Carry on Up the Khyber 
would be filmed, not in Pakistan, but North 
Wales. Generally regarded as the best of the 
Carry On 'oeuvre' it has to be said that I found 
North Wales a pretty fair substitute for the real 
thing, although the resemblance between the 
be-turbanned tribesmen, most toting rifles, 
whom we encountered at Jamrud, at the foot 
of the Pass, and Kenneth Williams as the Khasi 
of Khalabar was not a perfect fit. 

I said it was getting warmer; change that 



Above: A Local lorry, which Looks as if it dates 
from the 1930s, with a Chevrolet badge on 
the radiator, seen in Kathmandu, with a 
temple in the background. 


www.roadscene.com 


March 16 23 






Above Another vehicle with a Chevrolet badge, which must have been 30 years old, was this 
school bus, pictured in Kathmandu. 


to hotter. Understandably, but unwisely, 
two of our passengers, sisters, one of whom 
would marry Roger on our return to England, 
decided to pull back the awning on Hope and 
sunbathe. The result next morning was two 
cases of severe sunburn. 

We were now on the Grand Trunk Road, 
celebrated by Kipling in Kim, and there was 
much to remind us of the India and the Indians 
he knew so well although, of course, since 
1947 the first part of our journey was in what 
had become Pakistan. We stayed each night 
in dak bungalows, dating from the days of 
the British Raj, built for the use of the District 
Officer and for any other travellers when not 
required by him. Given the inviting warm 
nights, we began to set up on the lawn, but 
changed our mind on being told this was an 
excellent way of attracting the local snake 
population; shades of Riki Tiki Tavi. 

The Grand Trunk Road, truth to tell, was not 
very grand. Scarcely wide enough for two 
vehicles to pass, there were unmade verges 
on either side, and these served the purpose 
of accommodating bullock carts, gentleman 
on bicycles, pedestrians and donkeys. And 
also approaching vehicles. By this, you must 
understand that, as there was not really 
enough room for two 
motor vehicles, mostly grey 
painted Mercedes lorries 
manufactured under licence 
in India, as they approached 
each other, each would 
have to pull to the left, the nearside wheels 
dropping on to the verge. 

We soon discovered that, if one pulled to the 
left too soon, one's approaching opponent 
took this as an admission of defeat, and 
triumphantly held to his course down the 
middle, with the result that Hope would end 


up with all four wheels on the verge and the 
passengers in the back nearly bounced out 
of their seats. When in India (or Pakistan) do 
as the Indians do, in other words, do as you 
would be done by, so we devised a cunning 
strategy, edging over to the right, instead of 
the left, which generally so nonplussed one's 
opponent, that he was only too pleased to 


give way. 

The landscape once across the border was 
little different from that in Pakistan, except 
that, in addition to all the other possible 
obstacles for which one had to look out for, 
there were sacred cattle wandering at will. 
The heat by now was such that some of us 


began to take it personally, convinced that 
it was trying to reduce individuals to damp 
patches on the scorching pavements. In the 
trees lining the route, jolly-looking vultures 
perched, possibly waiting for the remains of 
white men for whom the burden would prove 
too much... 

There were, indeed, many reminders of 
the Raj, not least red-painted 
Leyland double-deck buses, 
although the bodies lacked 
some of the refinements of those 
with which I was familiar back 
in London. They carried at least 
twice the number of passengers and were 
fully air-conditioned, that is, they appeared 
to be totally without windows, other than the 
driver's windscreen. 

Leyland was among many manufacturers 
whose products we encountered along the 
Grand Trunk Road; there were Mercedes, of 
course, MANs, Fiats, Japanese Hinos, and, 
of course Indian Tatas. I cannot tell you who 
made the majority of the vehicles, the bullock 
carts. There were still a few steam rollers about, 
which, although I never got the chance to 
confirm this, I suspect were of English origin. 
There was also the odd elephant. 

Hope was a very well behaved lorry but she - 
a vehicle called Hope has surely to be feminine 
- did come off second best in a contretemps 
with Indian Railways. Just beyond Varanasi, 
we turned off the Grand Trunk Road, heading 
north towards the foothills of the Himalayas, 
not much more than a day away. Sitting here 
writing this in Wareham, Dorset, more than 40 
years later where, if I look through the landing 
window, I can see the Purbeck Hills and Creech 
Barrow, the highest point at 637 feet above sea 
level, I cannot help but wonder:"Was it really 
me who made that diary entry?" 

Sorry, back to the road north of Varanasi. 

The road, not even as wide as the not very 


Above A Mercedes seen on the Rajpath in the foothills of the Himalayas. 


f f THE GRAND TRUNK ROAD. TRUTH TO TELL. 

WAS NOT VERY GRAND. SCARCELY WIDE ENOUGH FOR 
TWO VEHICLES TO PASS 44 
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wide Grand Trunk, ran alongside a narrow 
gauge railway and, shortly after we had 
overtaken a train, consisting of a little black, 
panting Glasgow-built steam locomotive, 
hauling grubby brown wooden-bodied 
carriages festooned with passengers, clinging 
to the hand-rails and foot-boards, there was 
suddenly a loud bang, immediately followed 
by another, and Hope, driven by Jim, lurched 
and came to a halt on the verge. 

Both offside tyres were punctured, caused 
by spikes, cunningly placed beside the 
railway track. No doubt they were vital to the 
operation of the railway, although just how 
was not obvious, but they must also have been 
a valued source of income to the trackside 
garage a few hundred yards distant. We had 
one spare wheel, but not a second, so Roger 
and I wheeled the two wheels, complete with 
split tyres, along to the garage wondering, 
as we noted the somewhat rudimentary 
facilities on offer, what chances there were of 
the proprietor being able to repair them. He 
assured us that there was:"No problem." 

And, essentially, bearing in mind that this 
was northern India and not the Ml, he was 
correct. His method of repairing all split tyres, 
however large or small - the tyre or the split 
- was to place another piece of tyre over the 
split and attach it by a nut and bolt at either 
end of the damaged section. This was possibly 
the most novel puncture repair ever inflicted 
on an RType Bedford, certainly not one 
Hope's previous owner, the RAF, would have 
contemplated, but we were in no position to 
demur. 

Roger contemplated hailing the next 
passing train, placing the repaired wheels in 
the guards van and tossing them out as we 
passed the stricken Hope, but I cautioned a 
less dramatic return. We might, for instance, 


have bowled over a grazing sacred cow, so we 
staggered back, re-attached the wheels and 
cautiously set off, the rhythm of the clinking 
bolted patches at first causing a good deal 
of apprehension but, eventually, proving 
soothing and almost comforting. 

We reached Patna without further incident, 
arranged to have a proper repair carried 


out next day. While this was being done, it 
being Sunday, several of us attended Holy 
Communion in a Victorian, brick-built church 
which would have looked vastly more at home 
in a London suburb, rather than where it was, 
within sight of the Ganges. We sang familiar 
hymns from 'Ancient and Modern', prayed 
for the president rather than the queen, and 
noted the memorials all around the walls to 
the English men, women and children who 
had died and were buried there. 

We were now on the last stage of our 
journey, one more night in India, then 
we would be across the border and into 
Nepal. Near dusk and close to our intended 
destination in a dak bungalow, a bank of black 
clouds loomed ominously ahead and, within 
minutes, we were engulfed in the fiercest 
thunderstorm I had ever encountered. Sheet 
after sheet of lightning illuminated the trees 
around us, the rain beat down with such force, 
that it poured through the seams and joins in 
the canvas canopy and ran down our necks. 
Afraid to shelter under a tree for fear of the 
lightning, the storm ended as abruptly as it 
had begun. 

We, Roger driving, pulled off the road, down 
a long, overgrown drive, the branches on 
either side brushing the lorry, spraying us with 
water which changed to steam as it splashed 



Above This time, the Bedford TJ chassis-cowL was the basis of a bus seen in Pakistan in 1967, with 
another TJ-based Lorry in the background. 
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on the warm earth. At the end of a drive we 
came to the dak bungalow.There was no 
light inside and with Hope's engine switched 
off there was total silence. Then, far away on 
the hot, damp night air, we heard the sound 
of a lone bugle playing the last Post'. Had a 
squad of redcoats, complete with pith helmets 
emerged from the trees and marched silently 
past, we should hardly have been surprised. 
Such is India. 

Formalities for crossing into Nepal were 
completed by mid-morning next day and we 
climbed steadily, looking back, as 
the great plain of India shimmered 
below and behind until it finally 
faded away into its heat haze. Up to 
20 years earlier, very few foreigners 
had been allowed into Nepal, but 
then the Tribhuvan Rajpath from India to the 
capital, Kathmandu, had been built and now 
the 60 mile road was busy with a great variety 
of traffic. 

It began virtually at sea level, reached 
8,000ft at its highest point and, after a series 
of dizzying ascents and descents, levelled 
out at around 4,000 ft, when it reached the 
Kathmandu plateau. The temperature declined 
to a comfortable 70 degree F. Ahead of us were 
the highest mountains in the world. Which 
didn't mean we would necessarily see them, 
for they might remain hidden by clouds for 


several days. 

But we were lucky. I was driving. Moving at 
little above walking pace, restricted by the 
gradients and constant bends when, suddenly, 
the clouds to the north-west parted, and there, 
higher in the sky than we had supposed even 
a Himalayan summit to be, appeared, white 
amongst the white clouds but sharply defined 
by an outline of jagged rock, was the 26,540ft 
peak of Annapurna. 

Kathmandu, in one sense not unlike Kabul, 
in that it was a friendly, rather laid back sort 


of place, although architecturally much more 
distinguished had, until the building of the 
Rajpath, been connected to the outside world 
only by its airport, served by a not totally 
reliable, or indeed always safe, fleet of elderly 
Dakotas, and an aerial ropeway strung over the 
mountains and which, in knock-down form, 
brought in the few motor vehicles which plied 
the city streets. 

Some of these remained, relics from the 
1930s, ranging from a beautiful 30 year old 
limousine, in superb condition, to others. 

Ford trucks and school buses for instance. 


seemingly held together chiefly by Buddhist 
and Hindu prayers, offered in the wonderful 
and numerous temples of the Kathmandu 
valley. 

The Rajpath was a very dangerous road. 

Most of the drivers of the lorries and buses 
which regularly plied it were Sikhs, who drove 
at vastly greater speeds than Roger, Jim or 
I would ever have contemplated. Accidents 
were commonplace, vehicles might tumble 
hundreds of feet, if the driver had misjudged 
things, there were rumours of at least one 
fatal accident in the seven days we 
spent in Kathmandu and one of the 
haulage firms took out an advert 
in the local paper to announce 
that none of their lorries had been 
involved. 

And here, my first hand encounters with 
lorries really end. We drove Hope back to 
Nepal, I flew home, via Tashkent to Moscow, 
in a former Pan Am DC6 of Ariana Afghan 
Airways and then by train and ferry to England, 
met Maeve and married her and became a 
more or less respectable school master. As I 
write this. I'm much looking forward to what 
wonders in the way of motor and steam lorries 
will be going through their paces at the Great 
Dorset Steam Fair in two days time, but will not 
forget my acquaintance with those lorries all 
those years ago. 


ff KATHMANDU. IN ONE SENSE NOT 
UNLIKE KABUL IN THAT IT WAS A FRIENDLY 
RATHER LAID BACK SORT OF PLACE 44 


26 March 16 


www.roadscene.com 









That'll be 'roaring', as in the engines of German bombers over Britain at the start of the decade, the roaring of 
the crowds celebrating VE Day halfway through it and a roaring trade in new British commercial vehicles, as 
life finally returned to normal. That's a lot of history for one decade but, as Malcolm Bates discovers, 1940s re¬ 
enactments need not just be about the Second World War... 

I t's difficult to know where to start with 
this story. Some say the seeds of World 
War II were sown in the aftermath of the 
Great War. And then allowed to grow by 
a policy of appeasement towards Hitler 
during the 1930s. But read a few biographies 
and you discover the catalogue of disasters 
that people like Reginald Mitchell, the 
designer of the Spitfire, had to contend 
with in dealing first with slow-moving 
Government departments and then petty- 
minded management and unions during the 
creation of the Shadow Factories. 

Then you understand just what a narrow 
squeak an Allied victory in 1945 actually 
was. Had things not come together when 
they did, the RAF would have certainly 
been overrun before enough new fighter 
aircraft had been built and thus before the 
Americans came into the war. Had that not 
happened,'History'would have indeed been 
very different. 

Not a story for Vintage Roadscene? Well, 

'vehicles' and 'aircraft' come together here 
in more ways than you might expect. Bear 
with me for a mo'while I try to think of 
some... Right, the most obvious is that both 
civilian and military aircraft need fleets of 
commercial vehicles to help keep them 
topped-up with fuel, and in transporting 
components for building them and, in many 
cases, the transport of actual aircraft by road. 

Commercial vehicles were also needed to 
ferry crews around the dozens of airfields 
that were hastily constructed for our defense 
during the Battle of Britain - and later to 

Right: Life goes on. The 1940s wasn’t only 
about War and destruction - with all those 
RAF pilots in town, there was still time for a 
bit of glamour too! (Brooklands image) 
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Right: In the ‘Phoney War’ before the 
rationing of clothing took hold, there was 
even time for some shopping, too! This 
elderly Austin Taxi complete with two 
headlight black-out masks, drops off a well- 
turned-out young Lady passenger. (Stevens- 
Stratten Vintage Roadscene Picture Library) 




Left: Underlining that transport of non-military equipment had to continue if at all possible 
during wartime - especially vital supplies such as Benskins beer - British commercial vehicle 
manufacturers continued to supply vehicles‘under permit’during the conflict. Here is a Commer 
advert from 1945... 

Below: And here we see a couple of Commer Superpoise dropsiders ‘they’ built earlier, in 1943 to 
be precise. This official Commer press release photograph shows two 4/5-tonners with Producer 
Gas equipment for the Central Electricity Board. 



facilitate the bombing of Germany. 

But aircraft have another connection 
with vehicles too. One that was both an 
important element of Britain's war effort and, 
at the same time, had tragic consequences 
for motor racing. How so? Because aircraft 
for wartime purposes were instrumental in 
killing-off Britain's only purpose-built motor 
racing circuit, Brooklands in Surrey. 


Check-out any period photograph of 
Brooklands in it's prime and you'll spot'The 
Vickers Sheds'in the background, beside 
The Fork'where the banking and the 
finishing straight divided. Ironically, while 
we all probably know that the concrete bowl 
around Hugh Locke-King's country estate 
was primarily built to test motor cars at a 
time when 'speed'was seen as an evil on the 


public highway - listen to road safety'do- 
gooders'today, nothing much has changed! 
- what's less well-known is that the track was 
also home to one of the first civilian aero 
clubs in the UK as well. The airfield in the 
middle of the track developed rapidly during 
the 1920s and '30s then, as the proverbial 
'Storm Clouds Gathered Over Europe', the 
Vickers aircraft factory alongside the track. 
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was put on a war footing. 

With Hawker making Hurricanes and 
Supermarine making Spitfires, it fell to 
Vickers to manufacture Wellington bombers. 
And this is where things get bad for 
Brooklands: to enable aircraft to fly directly 
out of the factory to operational airfields, 
the whole site was requisitioned by the 
War Department, and the unique-in-the-UK 
banking was bulldozed, to enable the runway 
to be extended. No longer open to The Right 
Crowd', the distinctive Brooklands Clubhouse 
instead became the place where Barnes 
Wallace produced his greatest designs, such 



1: Although heavily involved with Military 
production, AECs continued to play a key 
role in civilian goods transport during the 
war. HG 7612 was supplied by AEC distributor 
Oswald Tillotson of Burnley to transport 
contractor Arthur Hughes in 1941. Tillotson 
probably supplied the cab and unusual 
‘stakeside’ body as well. 

2: AEC buses were also hard at work, too - 
more so as petrol rationing started to bite. 
Photographed in the centre of Coventry - a 
city targeted by German bombers because 
of its engineering and vehicle industry of 
course - we see one of three AEC double- 
deckers delivered under wartime License 
in 1942. Behind the passengers waiting to 
board EVC 261 to Bedworth, is a Willment 
steam Lorry, with another Willment tipper 
on the other side of the road, clearing bomb 
damage. 

3: Here we see yet another AEC‘doing it’s bit’ 
for the war effort - this time a Regal single 
decker in Doncaster. There’s a good selection 
of 1940s fashion on display here, with most 
men wearing hats of course. Only the young 
Lad on the tradesman’s cycle seems happy 
to go out in public bareheaded - and he’s 
eating his lunch in the street as well... 
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as the Dambuster's Bouncing Bomb and 
the massive Earthquake Bomb, to shatter 
Nazi submarine pens and underground gun 
emplacements, in preparation for D-day. 

HALF WAY THERE 

This takes us seamlessly to 1945, midpoint in 
the decade and VE - and, a few months later 
- VJ Day. In an ideal world, Brooklands should 
have been returned to civilian use as a 
racetrack and vehicle test facility once peace 
was declared. But, in reality, as we all know, it 
never was. A massive hanger had been built 
over the Finishing Straight and the rest of 
the track had been badly neglected. Vickers 
ended-up as a division of British Aerospace 
and then the site became a hot piece of 
prime Surrey real estate worth fmillions. 

What should now be a World Heritage Site 
was chopped-up and increasingly covered 



I Right: One of the most effective commercial vehicles built during the war years has to be the AEC 
‘Matador’ - seen here undergoing tests on waste ground behind the Southall works. 



Above: While the ScammeLL factory was busy building ‘Coffee Pot’ 
tank transporters and recovery units for military purposes, this works 
transporter was hard at work, delivering Scammell-built ARP pumps to 
Civil Defence/AFS units around the UK. We don’t tend to think of the 
‘Mechanical Horse’as a Long distance trunker, but driving one during 
the blackout? That’s heroic! 



Above: It must have been difficult for senior Ford executives in the UK: 
while Ford of Britain was involved in this ARP demonstration alongside 
the River Thames in 1939, over in Cologne, their erstwhile colleagues 
were probably doing the same sort of thing! Here in this official Ford 
photograph, we see Fordson FJJ 411, equipped as a typical AFS tender, 
in this case with a chassis-mounted pump. 



Above: In true ‘Dad’s Army’tradition, civil defence was very much about 
making do with what was available. Here a Birmingham Co-operative 
Society van has been converted to a fire tender, complete with trailer 
pump. 



Above: To fight Blitz damage, existing civilian fire engines were in the 
frontline. As with many machines in service at the time, this Croydon 
Fire Brigade Leyland turntable escape Ladder Left the crew totally 
exposed to the elements. 
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Right: Meals on Wheels? Ford even managed 
to find a wartime role for the E83W van. So 
did Henry and Edsel Ford also ‘donate’ Ford- 
built vehicles to the German authorities - 
just in case things didn’t workout for Britain? 
This high-roof‘Emergency Food Van’was 
designed to provide a hot meal and a much- 
needed ‘brew’to victims and rescue workers 
during the Blitz. 

Below: After any conflict, the Austin 
Ambulance was often called-in to the rescue. 
After a starring role in the film ‘Ice Cold in 
Alex’, the ‘Austin ‘News Service’was obviously 
keen to capitalise on this success, by issuing 
this picture in a press release in 1945. 



fOOD v 



in supermarkets, office blocks, executive 
housing and... the headquarters for a 
tobacco company. Then, to add insult to 
injury, what remained of the site had to be 
'saved' (in the context of'saved from further 
development'), by none other than the 
engine manufacturer of the German ME109, 
Mercedes Benz! 

So while Brooklands will never again be 
a 'proper' race track, today, the Brooklands 
Museum site around the Clubhouse, 
including a small section of historic 
banking, does at least host an interesting 
mix of aircraft and vehicle-related interests, 
including the recently relocated Cobham 
Bus Museum. But it's other special events 
with a commercial vehicle-related interest 


The Brooklands connection. Here we see the 
prototype Wellington Bomber emerging from the 
original Vickers sheds, alongside the Brooklands 
track with the banking in the background. As the 
war progressed, further buildings were erected 
around the track and on the Finishing Straight 
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Above: Here we have a carefuLLy-posed 
photograph from the ‘Ministry of 
Information’, showing a clean-cut RAF 
bomber crew heading off to the Mess in 
a Bedford truck - helped, we are told, by a 
member of the WAAF who is holding the cab 
door open for‘The Skipper’! 


Right: As the war progressed, so called 
Liberty Ships were used to deliver semi- 
knocked down aircraft to other fronts. 

Here we see two iconic RAF vehicles, the 
Thornycroft‘Amazon’mobile crane and a 
Commer with a “Oueen Mary’ artic trailer, 
with an aircraft being unloaded at a dock in 
India for service in the Far East in 1943. 


iKoaiautsBBi 


Left: After VE and 
VJ Days, military 
production was 
soon replaced by 
an urgent need 
to supply new 
commercials 
vehicles to help 
Britain get back 
to normal - a 
situation made more 
difficult by material 
shortages and the 
need to export as 
much as possible. 
Most of the pre-war 
range from ‘Ford of 
Britain’, as seen here, 
was put back into 
production, once 
the war had been 
won, but it would be 
several years before 
a new Lorry range 
was available. 
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that Brooklands hosts which are worth 
a mention here. These include fire and 
emergency vehicle meetings and Brooklands 
could - and arguably should - feature as 
the start venue for the HCVS London-to- 
Brighton commercial vehicle run in future. 
Who knows? But there's already an event at 
Brooklands in May, which deserves a special 
mention in Vintage Roadscene - that's the 
'1940s Relived'day. 

Significantly, this event isn't just about 
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Above: As industry got back to normal, new 
models from existing manufacturers - as 
well as brand new products from the new 
marques - were out to win a slice of a 
booming market. Some old’ names like 
Sentinel, had changed from manufacturing 
steam lorries to building stylish underfloor- 
engined diesel lorries. Others like Proctor 
Springwood of Norwich, took advantage 
of the ‘new’ high-speed Perkins diesels to 
produce a 5/6-tonner‘suitable for World 
Markets.’ 


'celebrating' Britain's victory in World War 
II. It's not a Dad's Army tribute, with people 
dressing-up in period uniforms, pretending 
to be soldiers, although 'the military' is an 
element, of course. Instead, the overall 
theme has been stretched to cover the entire 
1940s, from the dark days of the war 'When 
Britain Stood Alone,'to how British vehicle 
manufacturers helped win the war and, just 
as important, what happened next in terms 
of how our manufacturing industries helped 
get Britain's shattered economy back on it's 
feet afterwards. More specifically, this year, 
the event is focussing on 'civilian' commercial 
vehicles produced from the mid-1950s (most 
of which would have still been on the road in 
the 1940s), to those built up to 1949. 

COMMERCIALS A 
SPECIAL FEATURE 

Think about it: at the start of the decade, 
there was a good chance that Britain 
would be crushed into submission and 
then invaded. The decade ended with 
the unveiling of some of Britain's greatest 
automotive designs ever, like the Morris 
Minor, the Land Rover and the Jaguar XK120, 
winning export orders throughout the 
world. And trucks and buses? Yes, them too; 
just as they had during the war, Leyland, 
AEC,Thornycroft, Guy, Dennis and many 
others 'Did Their Bit', during the 'export-or- 
die'years. At the same time, 'new brands' 
like Seddon, Proctor and Rutland stepped 
forward to meet the demand to re-equip. 

But the biggest revolution of all? The shift 
from petrol to diesel engines in lorries? 

The change from vertical to horizontal 
underfloor engines in buses? Arguably both 
really took hold during the 1940s. In fact, 
you could argue that the 1940s was the most 



SATURDAY 14TH MAY 


PERIOD FASHION VINTAGE VILLAGE RE-ENACTMENT G 
I940S THEMED CAFE HAIR & BEAUTY DANCE CL ASSES 

THE PMGWQiltt ■ 


WHAT TO DO NEXT. 

If you have a period motorcycle, car, 
or commercial vehicle and/or like 
dressing-up in vintage fashions, contact 
event organiser Steve Castle now on 
stevecastle@brooklandsmuseum.com (or 
call him on 01932 857381) to register. But 
hurry. "We'd especially like to see owners 
of preserved 1930s and 1940s commercial 
vehicles this year as, alongside military 
vehicles, civilian commercials and buses 
played a vital role in the war effort, too," 
Steve commented. 

And if you're just planning to go as a 
visitor? You'll be in good company. In 
addition to over 3000 expected visitors, 
there will be trade stands, plus period 
dance music, with guest star Noelle 
Vaughn. See the Brooklands Museum 
website for details. But remember, this is 
a Saturday-only event. Vintage Roadscene 
magazine will see you there! 



significant decade in the development of the 
British automotive industry, fullstop. 

So there you have it: make a date in your 
diary. If you have a vehicle designed and/ 
or built in the 1940s, what better way of 
celebrating this monumental decade than 
by taking it to Brooklands Museum on 
Saturday 14th May. 



Above: How would the car and motorcycle 
enthusiasts of 1939 react to the suggestion 
that, in having had to fight Germany 
fora second time, not only would their 
beloved Brooklands never again be used 
for racing, but that a large slice of what 
remained would have to be ‘rescued’ by 
German manufacturer, Mercedes Benz? 

True, Mercedes cars did once race there, but 
the Legendary‘Silver Arrows’ only raced at 
Donnington. So why is Stirling Moss posing 
here on the Brooklands banking in a post¬ 
war Mercedes? And how could you ever 
explain to 1930s enthusiasts how Leyland 
was given to a Dutch former trailer maker by 
a British prime minister? Or that Rolls Royce 
and Bentley marques are now both owned by 
German companies, even though we won the 
war? You couldn’t. 
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Mike Forbes has selected a series 
of pictures of vehicles in Hull's fish 
market from the Hodge 'Stilltime' 
archive for this month's Scenes Past. 

W hen I was growing up 
in the 1950s and '60s, 
the fishing industry was 
still an important part 
of the local economy 
at a number of ports around the country. 

Hull was among those well-known for its 
extensive fishing fleet. It was the home port 
of many deep-sea trawlers, larger vessels 
which fished the northern Atlantic, notably 
around Iceland. 

Hull (full name Kingston-upon-Hull, referring 
to the town built beside the River Hull) had 
an extensive dock system, with all sorts of 
goods and passenger facilities. Its St Andrews 
Dock was opened in 1883, named after the 
patron saint of fishermen. Although initially 
built to handle coal, it was always used entirely 
for the fishing industry. Eventually covering 
over 20 acres, this dock remained very busy, 
until the mid-1970s'Cod Wars; when Iceland 
imposed a 200 mile fishing limit. What was 
left of Hull's fishing business moved to part of 
the Albert Dock, with the filled-in St Andrews 
Dock becoming partly a retail park and partly a 
conservation area. 

Hull had, for many years, a close relationship 
with Iceland and, along with the fleets of 
Grimsby, across the Humber estuary, Fleetwood 
and Aberdeen, competed to harvest the fishing 
grounds in northern waters. Other ports had 
fleets which stayed nearer to home, like my 
home town of Lowestoft, a centre of the North 
Sea fisheries. There had been a long-standing 
rivalry with nearby Great Yarmouth, which 
declined in the 1960s, as the Scottish drifters 
ceased to visit in the October-December 
'season; as the followed the declining shoals 
of herring around the East Coast. Many other 
smaller ports had fleets which fished 'in-shore; 
and this is all there is left of Britain's once 
extensive fishing industry. Your Friday'fish and 
chips'is probably now imported, like nearly 
everything else... 

Our pictures look back to the mid-1960s, 
when Hull's fish market was still going strong. 
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Left: These pictures appear to 
have been taken in Less than 
ideal weather conditions, but 
there are still Lots of details to 
be seen. In this general view of 
the roadway on the Landward 
side of the covered fish market, 
we can see a wide variety of 
transport. Significantly, although 
the railway Lines are still in 
place, there is no sign of their 
being used.The Lorries, from the 
Left, include Austin FFK, YWF 724 
(East Riding, 1959), unmarked 
but probably in the fleet of 
Richardson Bros, Like the similar 
vehicle behind, 5794 AT (Hull, 
1960) and the FE, behind the 
coach on the right. Then there is 
a Bedford TK of merchant, Jack 
Cone of Hull, and what might be 
a Morris FA, behind the second 
Austin FFK. Beside this is a 
Scammell Scarab, 5586 RH (Hull, 
1962), possibly another from the 
Richardson fleet and, seen from 
the rear, Loaded with kits offish, 
a wartime Bedford OWL - still 
with the cab top gun ring/hatch 
in place - a Later registration 
of an ex-military lorry (notice 
the extra timber at the rear 
for backing against the dock). 
Facing this is a Bedford TK of 
Brekkes Transport, 2572 AT (Hull, 
1960) with beyond that, against 
the dock, a Scammell coupling 
trailer, Loaded with kits offish, 
two more TKs, two Dodge 300 
Series and an Albion. Several will 
also appear in other pictures, 

Like the Swains Haulage Albion 
in the distance. There is also a 
Commer OX on the right and an 
unmarked Bedford/Duple OB 
coach, GWX192 (West Riding, 
1948), presumably waiting to 
take the dock workers home 
after their shift. There are 
also some interesting cars in 
sight, including a Morris Minor, 
Standard Vanguard Estate, Ford 
Cortina, Hillman Minx and other 
1950s-60s favourites. (CHC abj 
560) 


Left: This Albion Chieftain, TKH 118 (Kingston- 
upon-Hull, 1955), ten years old when the 
picture was taken, Looks as if it had Led a 
hard Life, working for Swains Haulage. It is 
seen backed up to the Loading dock, where 
there are many wooden fish boxes piled 
up, including some marked David Gerrard, 

St Monance - thought to refer to a fish 
merchant based in Fife, Scotland, as well as 
some‘kits’. (CHC abj559) 


Right: A similar shot to abj560, with the Jack 
Cone Bedford TK still there, now behind 
a Thames Trader, 8917 AT (Hull, 1961) of 
Musgraves, missing its rear mudguard, in 
front of an Austin FFK, 4687 AT (Hull, 1961) 
and the Bedford TK of Brekkes Transport. 
There is now a Bedford TA backed up next 
to Cone’s TK, a Scammell Scarab 6-tonner is 
coupled to that Loaded trailer, there’s another 
FFK between the two Dodges, the Albion has 
revealed itself as an artic, there are two more 
BMC FEs and a Ford 400E pick-up is passing 
all the cars parked against the railway Lines, 
which we can see on the right. (CHC abj565) 
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Right: In this scene, which appears to have 
been taken from the same place, but in the 
other direction along the dock, there is some 
evidence of the Long-distance transport here, 
with the insulated containers on the Hull 
Ice Co Transport Ltd Commer Maxilode, EKH 
445C (Hull, 1965), and the Albion Reiver six- 
wheeler of Henery Bros (Transport) Ltd, Hull. 
There is also a Seddon 5L, MXL 382 (London, 
1952 - suggesting ex-BRS?) of G H Cutsforth 
Ltd, Richardson Bros’ Late-model Commer 
OX, a Bedford TK, an LAD-cabbed Albion 
Chieftain artic, with a four-in-line trailer, 
well-loaded with barrels under its sheets and 
a Bedford TJ. Don’t think the man in the cap 
in the bottom Left is the owner of that E-Type 
Jaguar... (CHCabj561) 


Above: Here’s a better view of the Cutsforth Seddon, Henery Bros 
Albion Reiver, plus a Thames Trader, 4333 AT (Hull, 1960), Lettered 
Hull Fish Merchants Ltd, St Andrews Dock, Hull. (CHC abj562) 

Right: Here’s the Hull Fish Merchants Trader again, probably a 4D 
5-tonner, now between a Commer Express van, 6059 AT (Hull, 1960), 
and a bigger Thames Trader, with the Later-style grille, 3346 RH 
(Hull, 1962) and a 1965 Austin-badged FFK, CKH 738C, both of F 
Norton & Son (Hauliers) Ltd, of Hull, plus a Hillman Minx, DHD 242 
(Dewsbury, 1958). (CHC abj563) 



Above: Another view including the Henery Bros Albion Reiver with, behind it, another Henery Bros vehicle carrying a similar container. In front are a 
Dodge 300 Series, Lettered S R Crack, of Billingsgate and Hull, another BMC FFK platform Lorry, plus a Ford 400E, with as coachbuilt body of the type 
favoured by bakeries, MCL961 (Norwich, 1958), Lettered ‘National’and ‘Sovereign’. We can see the approach road to the fish market, over the railway 
Lines, with a Dodge 300, Lettered A Baxter, Haulage and a Seddon 7-tonner coming down the incline. A Standard 8, Morris Z van, Volkswagen Transporter 
and Wilkinson Bros Bedford TKare parked alongside the ramp. Another FFK and another Dodge 300, with a container, are making their way, along with a 
cyclist and Ford Zephyr 4 round onto the ramp. We will see some of the vehicles in the distance in other pictures. (CHC abj581) 
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Right: Here’s a LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series, 
with the Later-style grille, 6849 RH (Hull, 
1963), in the fleet of well-known G Bogg & 
Son Ltd, wholesale fish merchants and curers, 
part-loaded with fish boxes, making its way 
along the dock, past a Karrier Bantam of G W 
Latus and a Thames Trader. (CHC abj570) 


* 


— 




Above: Another view showing the ramp and 
railway bridge. These shots must have been 
taken from a pedestrian walkway over the 
roadway. The Bedford TK in the foreground 
has been replaced by a platform-bodied TJ, 
while the reversing FFK is causing a hold-up 
to the rear, while Volkswagen, Austin A30 and 
VauxhaLL Viva cars and two motor-cycles pass 
on the ramp. (CHC abj578) 




The local fishing industry dated back to the 12th 
Century, taking off during the latter part of the 
1800s with many fishing 'smacks' based there, 
with steam trawlers taking over completely by 
1903. Fishing as far north as the Arctic Circle 
was a tough job, the crews being away for three 
weeks at a time, in all weathers and conditions. 

The men who unloaded the fishing boats 
were known in Hull as'bobbers'(compared with 
'lumpers'in Lowestoft and Grimsby) as as they 
had to 'bob' out of the way of the baskets in 
which the fish were swung onto the dock. They 
were then transferred into'kits; like large metal 
buckets, always used as a unit of measurement 
of quantity, when the fish was auctioned on the 
quayside. 

This was when road transport came into the 
equation, lorries initially only carrying the fish 
to the railway sidings, but later to processing 
factories and, indeed, to markets in major 
cities around the country, as road transport 
proved itself more reliable. There would also be 
deliveries to smokehouses and the fish-meal 
factory, plus ice to be brought to the dock for 
the fish to be packed in, both on board the 
fishing vessels and for its onward journey to 
market. 

The vehicles belonged to businesses like the 
various fish merchants and ice producers, as 
well as local transport companies specialising in 
the movement offish. Predominantly middle¬ 
weight rigids, they offer us a look at the sort of 
vehicles many industries used in days gone by. 

Judging from the registrations of vehicles 
in some of the pictures in this series, they 
were taken in or after 1966. In fact, some of 
them were used with a March 1966 article in 
Commercial Motor, about the switch from road 
to rail transport for fish to Billingsgate and 
other markets. However, there were only a few 
vehicles which look suited to long-distance 
haulage. 


Above: The Henery Bros container vehicles, the Reiver and, we can now see, a BMC FFK, are now 
surrounded by platform and dropside Lorries, the S R Crack Dodge, the FFK, now backing out, plus a 
Bedford TK in the foreground and a Fordson ET6, plus the ‘National’ Ford 400E van. (CHC abj581) 
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Right: Here is where it was going, next to 
another Bogg Seafood vehicle, based at 
Bridlington, a Dodge 500 Series artic, FRH 
398D (Hull 1966 - the newest vehicle seen 
here, probably almost brand new), with a 
platform trailer being Loaded with fish boxes, 
probably destined for a distant fish market 
Like Billingsgate. On the Left is another 
Thames Trader, 2138 KH (Hull, 1958), while 
on the right, we can see that Swains Haulage 
Albion again, plus a BMC FG dropside and J2 
pick-up, either side of a Late Commer OX. (CHC 
abj569) 

Below: Now that Albion artic has arrived, 
its trailer’s part Load of boxes roped down 
- unusual in these dockside scenes. 

The other vehicles are still seen in the 
background, but it’s difficult to work out 
the sequence of these pictures from the 
changing Load on the Dodge artic’s trailer. 
(CHC abj571) 




A portrait of the 1966 Dodge 500 Series artic, FRH 398D, with the Albion’s trailer backed up to the dock behind it, but there’s Less of a Load on the Dodge’s 
Boden tandem-axle trailer now. (CHC abj572) 
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Above: The BMC FG dropside seen in the 
background of abj569 is still there and 
we can now see it belongs to L P Beattie, 
Fish & Dripping Merchant, presumably 
a supplier to fish and chip shops, plus 
the Swains Haulage Albion again, and 
another Dodge 300 Series of G Bogg & 
Son Ltd, 8838 RH (Hull, 1963), fully loaded 
with full kits, either of ice or fish packed 
in ice. (CHCabj577) 




Above: The Link Dodge has here been joined 
by a similar Bogg Seafoods Dodge, a Bedford 
TK 7V2-tonner (with those small 16 inch 
wheels), ERH 248C (Hull, 1965), of Antcliffe 
Milner, of Billingsgate and Hull, and G H 
Cutsforth’s Bedford TJ, 6797 KH (Hull, 1958). 
(CHC abj582) 

Left: Here is a view of another LAD-cabbed 
Dodge 300 Series, DRH 586C (Hull, 1965), in 
the livery of Link Transport of Hull, parked 
side-on to the dock, underneath a sign 
‘Returned Empty Kits Reception Point No 2’, 
with various kitts, different-sized fish boxes 
and barrels, in front of the stands of i C 
Lowery, Associated Fisheries, Stirk Bros, J Hart 
& Son. Johnson & Harrison and C W Hewison, 
among others. (CHC abj568) 
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Seen at another location, probably the company’s Wassand Street premises, but no doubt still close to the fish market, are some vehicles of Wilkinson 
Bros Fish Transport Ltd of Hull. Here are a Bedford TK, fleet no 13,367 RH (Hull, 1962), and a Morris FJ, fleet no 21, ERH 761C (Hull, 1965), against a dock 
with an assortment offish boxes. (CHC abj574) 
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Above: Another closer view of the Wilkinson Bros Morris FJ, 
ERH 761C. (CHCabj575) 

Left: Another Wilkinson Bros Bedford TK, fleet no 17, CAT 
592B (Hull, 1964), this time carrying the classic style of 
insulated container, as used by progressive transport 
companies at the time, for the transport of fish or other 
perishables over Longer distances. (CHC abj576) 

Below: The shape of things to come in 1966. Here we have 
a Douglas Tugmaster dock-spotter of North Sea Ferries, 
about to take the ‘TIR-labelled International Ferry Freight 
Ltd ISO container over the link-span onto the ferry in the 
background. Few would have believed at the time that this 
trade would soon eclipse the fishing industry at Hull. 
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Maffra Milk History 


Graeme Oliver brings us more pictures from the past, showing milk transport in Australia. 



Photographs from the Collection of 
Maffra and District Historical Society 


Maffra Milk Trucks and Tankers 


Above:The Maffra and District Historical Society has published this book, containing the pictures seen here, as well as many of those Graeme 
showed us before. 


S ome of our contributors go that 
extra mile - or 10,000 - to bring 
us interesting pictures of vehicles 
of the past. Graeme turned up at 
Gaydon a couple of years ago, while 
on holiday in the UK, to hand over a whole load 
of pictures of the vehicles run by the company 
he drives a milk tanker for in Victoria, Australia, 
which we published in Vintage Roadscene 
issue 179, October 2014. 

He came again last year, this time with 
more pictures from the past, courtesy of the 
Maffra and District Historical Society (PO Box 
321, Maffra 3860, Victoria, Australia, www. 
maffra.net.au/heritage) from whom we have 
permission to publish them here. 

Graeme has been working in the transport 
industry since the late 1960s, including 
running his own lorries. He currently spends 
most of the year driving a milk tanker from 
one of the eight milk processing plants of 


Murray Goulburn Co-operative, in Maffra, 

220 kilometres - about 140 miles - east 
of Melbourne. The Murray Goulburn Co¬ 
operative, with its'Devondale' brand, supplies 
milk products to many markets, notably 
powdered milk, of which many tons are sent to 
South-east Asia. 

This isn't about driving across the deserts of 
the'Outback'; this is farming land, once known 
for the production of beef cattle and sugar 
beet, as well as a dairy farming area. That's not 
to say you won't see kangaroos. Graeme enjoys 
driving on the night shift, when it's cooler and 
there's less traffic, but there is more danger of 
colliding with a 'roo which has wandered into 
the road, some of which are still not surfaced 
with tarmac. 

Graeme usually drives a 6 x 4 Volvo these 
days, with two semi-trailers, known as a 'B 
Double'. With a single trailer, he would have 
a capacity of 28,000 litres (just over 6,000 


gallons); with two trailers, totalling 19 metres 
in length, 33-34,000 litres (7-7,500 gallons) or 
42,500 litres (nearly 9,500 gallons) in a total of 
25 metres. 

He usually collects this vast quantity of milk 
on two trips each night, which is not surprising 
since he can often collect up to 32,000 litres 
each day from a single farm with 1,300 cows... 

However, it wasn't always like this, as the 
pictures show. The Maffra Co-operative has 
grown over the years, with bulk tankers 
replacing vehicles carrying churns, and British 
lorries being replaced by locally-built types, 
Japanese and American-based and more 
recently, Continental European makes. Why 
should Australia be any different to the rest of 
the world? 

It is tempting to say: "Let's go back to a 
gentler time, but it looks as if the collection of 
milk in churns was much harder work than it is 
today with a bulk tanker... 
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Above: When the Maffra factory first began, horse-drawn Lorries were 
used to collect the milk. Motor vehicles began to appear around 1910- 
12, but the horse-drawn Lorries continued well into the 1920s, and their 
return was even considered during the petrol rationing during World 
War II. This is a Bacchus Marsh (Later Nestles) Lorry, seen in front of the 
Maffra Co-op around 1918. 



* ■ 



Above: The factory began to pick up milk from the railway station, then 
from farms. The train from Briagolong, about 20 km north of Maffra, 
was known as the ‘Milk Train’.This is probably one of Maffra’s first motor 
Lorries, at Bacchus Marsh (Later Nestles) in 1912. 



Left: Another early motor 
Lorry, along with horse- 
drawn vehicles at Bacchus 
Marsh/Nestles in 1918. 


Below: The Maffra Co¬ 
operative was formed 
in 1918 and was soon 
using motor Lorries, 
mainly Model T Fords. 
These Briagolong 
school children were 
photographed around 
1920 on the Co-op Ford, 
which possibly only took 
the cans as far as the 
railway station.The driver, 
a Mr Grant, may have been 
a contractor. 


Above: Maffra Co-op Lorries around 1924-25, 
four Model T Fords and a Traffic on the right. 
The co-op bought its first Fords in 1921, 
although the Briagolong one Looks earlier. 
They were purchased in Melbourne and sent 
to Warrnambool for the bodies to be fitted. 
The three Fords on the Left were registered 
8748?, 48677 and 27489. 

Right: A horse team with dray and cans and 
the Traffic Lorry, with double-deck‘tray’and 
trailer, at the co-op some time after 1923.The 
Load on the Lorry appears to have come from 
Briagolong, so might have only been carried 
the short distance from the railway station. 
The new shape of cans was taking over at 
this time. Behind the trailer is a refrigerating 
condenser, to chill water to cool the milk. 
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The fleet around 1927, with a 
hose-lorry on the Left, then six 
Model T Fords and a big new 
Vulcan, but no sign of the Traffic. 




Above: Vulcan Lorry No 8, registered 74-496, at the co-op with a trailer, 
possibly the first one. In later years, these were made in South Melbourne 
by Fowler Road Construction. The Vulcan by this time had new wheels 
with pneumatic tyres. The vehicle behind would have been an Albion. 
Cans were unloaded at the right hand end, onto rollers. In a continuous 
process, they were taken to be emptied, and washed, before returning to 
be reloaded onto the Lorries, Like the one at the rear. 



Above: Vulcan forward control Lorry No 10 of 1931, 
complete with radiator mascot.The cab was adapted 
under the direction of Charlie Geary.lt was purchased 
from Robinson’s Motors Pty,of Swanston Street, 
Melbourne, by then badged as Vulcan Motors. 

Left: Albion milk Lorry No 3, registered 149-932, with a 
single Layer of cans and ‘dog’trailer, in Local parlance. The 
driver was Paddy Berry. The early ALbions came up from 
Melbourne with Charlie Geary sitting on a box on the 
chassis.They had platform and cabin fitted at Maffra, first 
by Fultons, then at the factory, after concerns about paint 
specifications. 


Above: Vulcan Lorry No 8 again, with a double-decker Load of cans, showing 
its mix of pneumatic tyres and solids. The top deck was used for full cans, 
but only smaller ones, which would be easier to Lift. 


Above: A close-up of the Traffic Lorry at MAFFCO.This American lorry, 
rare in Australia, was sold to the co-op around 1923-24 byAJ Waugh of 
Maffra. 
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l:The entire fleet, photographed around 1936-37, with eight ALbions and 
three Dodge/Graham Brothers. 

2: A picture from the September 1937‘Diesel News’showing Maffra 
Co-operative Milk Products’Gardner 4LW-powered Albion ‘tray truck’, 
registered 250-264. Hauling a trailer, it grossed 14V2 tons. This was one of 
the first three diesel-powered ALbions; the previous ones were petrol- 
driven. There is a decompression lever at the top Left of the radiator to 
allow use of the crank handle’. Of the three ALbion/Gardners, two were 
new and one second-hand from the Shell Oil company, Little used and 
well-maintained. 


3: Driver Alf Lucas with Garder 4LW-powered Albion No 12, registered 
CK-708.The REO in the background is registered FN-015 or 815. When 
Albion supplied Lorries, the company wanted to know the exact route 
each vehicle would follow, and supplied a purpose-built differential and 
gearbox to suit the terrain. 


4: Milk lorries outside the Willsmere/Commonwealth factory around 1922. 
The car on the Left is a Model T Ford tourer, with an International‘tray 
truck’ in the centre. Note the single headlight and it had possibly not been 
registered at the time.The Lorry on the right is possibly a Daimler. 


5: Possibly the lorry seen at the rear of the other pictures, either a Daimler 
or a Leyland, by the Look of the radiator, seen at Willsmere around 1922. 
This picture also appears on the cover of the book. 


6: Alan Geary who provided most of the pictures of this era, commented 
that this Graham Brothers Lorry, pictured in 1931, was pulling the first four- 
wheeled trailer, with Ford T wheels and no brakes, today known as a ‘dog 
trailer’ in Australian. The Lorries ‘tray’ has a frame to take a canvas cover. 


7: The International in front appears to date from 1915-24. An unusual 
feature is the radiator mounted behind the engine, giving a coal scuttle’ 
appearance. There appears to be an opening at the rear of the cab to 
reach the body, with a flimsy covering. 


8:Three Nestles lorries,including BX 346,with covered bodies.These 
were‘Maple Leafs’from around 1939 - a Canadian version of the 
American Chevrolet. Coming from another Commonwealth country, they 
were Liable to Less import duty.The bodies had two Levels, for full cans 
on the bottom and empties on top, with very Little room to move.The 
man was either Norm or Col Thompson. 






















Above left: Maple Leaf BX 346, with a gas producer added during World War II. The Lights and bumper had to be moved forward. These were not very 
successful, as they provided Limited power for a heavy vehicle. Above right: Another view of the gas producer. The vertical tubes can clearly be seen in 
front of the radiator. Charcoal was burned in the square combustion chamber on the right. Gas was stored in the round chamber on the Left, with the 
supply Line to the engine going from it into the bonnet. 



Above: Nestles 1939-40 Ford tray truck No 8,CK258 or similar. It appears 
to have originally had dual wheels at the rear, but one has been removed, 
probably during the war, as tyres were difficult to obtain. It is Loaded with 
bags, possibly powdered milk going into the railway truck. The two holes 
in the front may have been where a gas producer was fitted, or more Likely, 
where there were parking Lights prior to damage. 



Above: Ford prime mover from around 1940, with a trailer from 
Nestles Anglo Swiss, another fleet no 8, which appears to have been 
re-used, CW 855, with a full Load of milk cans. The man standing 
nearer to the driver is one of the Thompson brothers. Railway House 
can be seen in the background. 

Below: Nestle’s Ford artic, No 33, signwritten as Nestles Food 
Specialities (Australia) Ltd, under which name the company traded 
from 1947 to 1957.These Lorries often ran from Nestles to Yinnar. 
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Right: Three can Lorries and two tankers 
at Nestles in July 1962. Lorry no 53, 
registered HEX 538, in the foreground, is an 
International. 


Below: Carrying the MAFFCO name, Ford 
prime mover, KW 039, with driver Colin Carr, 
near Powerscourt on the Stratford Road. 
During the drought, the cans were often sent 
back to the farms filled with water from the 
river. 




Right: Ford KW039 again, with driver Jack Gibbons.The front 
bumper bar is now missing, the number plate has moved from 
Left to right and there are other signs of an accident - hitting a 
kangaroo, perhaps? 



Left: Ford prime mover, 
JF 647, sheeted or 
‘tarped’ for transit to 
Melbourne. MAFFCO 
used Lorries, as rail was 
“too expensive and too 
slow” according to Alan 
Geary. Strikes on the 
railway not only held 
up the milk, but also 
the supplies of cans for 
condensed milk, which 
came as a backload 
from Melbourne. 



Somebody obviously forgot to undo the Lid before the tank was pumped out, 
possibly a different Lorry to the previous one, now with mudguards painted v 
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1: White prime mover, ML 978, with another White behind.These were 
acquired during the war and were considered a superior Lorry. 

2: A REO seen in Melbourne during the war, before being painted white. 
At this time, it was difficult to obtain any Lorries at all, so the policy 
of having all ALbions had to be abandoned and a range of trucks was 
acquired.This made maintenance more difficult, as MAFFCO had to keep 
a greater range of spare parts. 

3: MAFFCO bulk milk terminal, sometime before 1973. The vehicle on 
the left is an International - with a Long-arm right hand indicator - then 
tankers JOM 628, HXZ 858 and HMZ 224. 

4: Six International tankers and one Mercedes, with drivers OLLie 
Bennett, Brian Ayres, Keith Johanson, Des Hunt, Alan Banner and Wally 
PeeLThe registration numbers include LFL 820, LVR 793, IXY926, LRK 
138 and LVR 790.The date is unknown, but one vehicle carries the 
Murray Goulburn Logo, so it is 1973 or Later. 

5: Two artic tankers of Model Dairies of Kew, seen at the Maffra Co-op. 
The front vehicle is a Leyland while the one at the rear is a Foden. Chief 
chemist, Wally Maloney stands at the front in a white coat. It was his 
responsibility to test each Load before it went off. 

6: Model Dairy Leyland tanker, HMG 591, seen in the Late 1950s. 

7: As a comparison, this Volvo FM with two trailers is the type of vehicle 
Graeme and his colleagues are using to collect milk from Victoria farms 
these days. 
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This Dodge 300 Series six-wheeler, with 
AEC engine and LAD cab, of Ready Mixed 
Concrete (Yorkshire) Ltd, of Leeds, 70 KUB 
(Leeds, 1964), was seen at the site of a 
new pumping station at Knottingley, in 
Yorkshire, during 1967. We were about to 
start skipping in’the concrete with the 
hired-in Foden eight-wheeled ‘Loline’, 
CKH 749C (Hull, 1965), mounted with a 
Priestman Lion crane. 


Mixing it up 


Leo Pratt shows us some more of the lorries he supervised unloading on building sites over the years, 

this time concentrating on 'truck mixers' 


P erhaps, above all, the truck mixer 
is at home'on site'and, over the 
years, the writer has'tipped'a vast 
number, including some weird 
and wonderful variations, a far cry 
from today's efficient outfits. 

Early examples, it seems, were proprietary 
mixer units mounted on any available chassis 
- new or used - and not always successfully. 

Later, although manufacturers began to offer 
purpose-built truck mixer chassis, most still had 
their mixers powered by the separate'donkey 
engine'These later gave way to the power take¬ 
off driven hydraulic pump. 

During the 1960s, lots of the small were taken 
over and, eventually, the major players emerged, 
which operated large fleets of truck mixers 
nationwide, in their corporate liveries. 

With site conditions, which can be quite harsh, 
as well as the nature of the materials carried, a 
truck mixer has a hard life, and not normally a 
long one. 

Therefore, it is quite pleasing to see a handful 
of restored truck mixers now appearing on the 
preservation scene. 



Above: Shafts and tunnels were a feature on some of the sites the writer worked on, and here 
concrete from this unusual Atkinson eight-wheeler, AWU 149B (West Riding, 1964), its drum powered 
by a Fordson donkey engine, was being skipped’down the shaft behind the vehicle. Seen in Leeds 
during 1973, it had served Tilcon well. 
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‘Almost new’, this LAD-cabbed Leyland Super Comet, 

NUG 923F (Leeds, 1967-8), another Readymixed Concrete 
(Yorkshire) vehicle, with hydraulic drive for the drum, 
was being washed out, after discharging its Load on our 
site near Ferrybridge in August 1968. 


Right: They didn’t come much tougher than this’during the 1970s. 
Tilcon operated a batch of these Foden truck mixers, featuring the 
all-steel‘half-cab’, as fitted to Foden dump trucks. This Gardner 
150-powered six-wheeled example, WWT 344G (West Riding, 1968-9) 
had just‘tipped’at a site in Hemsworth in March 1976. 

Below: Seen discharging on site during May 1977 was this Late LAD- 
cabbed Leyland Super Comet, SRR 716L (Nottinghamshire, 1973), 
which was operated by a company called Oualbatch of Wath-on- 
Dearne. 































1: One of the Last Foden S39-based truck 
mixers the writer remembers was this GooLe- 
based example, BPH 237T (Guildford, 1979), in 
its orange ‘RMC’ Ready Mixed Concrete Livery, 
seen in typical winter site conditions on a new 
pumping station site near Thorne during 1987. 

2 : Another site, another supplier, another 
Livery. The pleasant Livery of Pioneer Concrete 
adorned this very tidy 1979 Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland Bison, DLA 674T (N W London, 1979). 

It was seen delivering to a contract we had in 
Doncaster during March 1988. 

3 : In August 1980, this tidy eight-year-old 
Foden S39 truckmixer,XYG 591L(West Riding, 
1973), in the Tilcon/Trumix fleet, was seen 
discharging its Load into the skip at a new 
water treatment plant under construction at 
Wetherby. As most truck mixers were owner/ 
driver operated, it paid them to Look after their 
motors. 

4 : Another popular mixer chassis was the Guy 
Big J6 and this tidy example, HDN 81L (York, 
1972), was operated by‘Concrete Services’of 
York. It had just arrived on our site at Malton 
during May 1980 and the writer thought it was 
certainly worth a shot before we‘tipped’the 
Load. 
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Above: Truck mixer in trouble’. In April 1996, this ARC-operated Ford Cargo 
six-wheeler, E324 YUD (Oxford, 1987-88), suffered a transmission failure 
en route from plant to site with a full 6 cubic metre load (any owner- 
driver’s nightmare). However, a call to Craven Recovery resulted in its Foden 
Haulmaster towing the stricken vehicle to site and, as the drum could still be 
spun, we soon had it backed up to the concrete pump and discharged, before 
it was towed away again for repairs. 

Left: ARC Northern Premix, a major player in the construction industry, 
operated this ‘last generation’ Leyland F449 GVO (Nottingham, 1988-89), seen 
on site at Dawden in County Durham in July 1995. The ‘Albion’adornments on 
its cab were courtesy of its owner-driver operator, the late John Holgate. 

Below: Finally, in this selection of mixer trucks, we have an as new’Seddon 
Atkinson of RMC, R692 YAN (Reading, 1997-98), seen delivering to our site near 
Catterick during March 1998, where we were constructing some new concrete 
roads within a works. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 



Ray Newcomb looks back at the life and times of Geoff Hallam, who 
headed up Humber Warehousing and spent a lifetime in transport. 


Tributes paitf to mucfHoved grandfather Geoffrey Holism, who died at 871 

Haulage empire founder 
excelled at being a dad 
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G eoff Hallam died in December 
at the age of 87 after a career 
spanning more than 60 years 
in the transport industry. 

He worked on farms and in 
hospitals in his youth after World War II, 
and as a traffic clerk with Forman Bros of 
Branston, Lincolnshire, whose company 
we looked at a couple of years ago, before 
joining farmer Arthur Lockwood in 1948, 
who was moving into storage in a big 
way, first at Ingham, near Lincoln, then 
Killingholme, near Grimsby. 

First known as Ingham Agricultural Services, 
then Ingham and HumberTransport Co, the 
Humber Warehousing name was used by the 
company from 1953. The first lorries were 
Bedford 0Types, with licences and vehicles 
bought as British Road Services denationalised. 
The company handled all sorts of goods, 
fertiliser and plywood, tinned foods and roof 
tiles, with dock work always important. Raw 
brown sugar was stored in sacks at Kilingholme 
for Tate & Lyle, not pleasant to handle, with 
wasps around in summer. 

Geoff saw the potential as the frozen food 
market expanded, with Bird's Eye, Findus, 

Ross and later McCain all having factories in 
the Humberside area. Humber Warehousing 
was one of the first companies to use dry cold 


Above Left: Geoff HaLLam’s obituary in the Grimsby Telegraph talked of him as a family man 
and set out much of his career in the transport industry. 

Above right: Geoff Hallam is also seen earlier in his career, with his‘right hand man’ - although here 
on his left - Dave Marsh, who became Operations Director at Humber Warehousing when Geoff was 
Managing Director, back in the 1960s.More on him in a future issue... 

Below: The company began trading as Ingham Agricutural Services, although many different 
goods were handled at the redundant airfields, bought by Arthur Lockwood, at Ingham and 
Cammeringham, North of Lincoln, but the name changed to Humber Warehousing from 1953. Main 
contracts included Crosse & Blackwell and Kraft paperboard, imported from Scandinavia. 
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Top Left and right: Top Left and right: The 
Humber Warehousing fleet was initially 
made up of Bedfords, Like this OSS artic, JV 
9451 (Grimsby, 1946), based at the North 
KiLlingholme site. The picture on the right 
Looks as if it has been ‘modified’, but the 
company did build up a Large fleet quite 
quickly. 


Right: Geoff Hallam is seen with a new Bedford 
SType in humber Warehousing livery on the 
supplier’s stand at a show at the Lincolnshire 
Showground. 


Below: Geoff is seen with a number of 
drivers and two 1957 Bedford D Type 
artics, JJV 688/689 carrying parts for a new 
prefabricated cold store in Ladysmith Road, 
Grimsby. 


containers, with food kept frozen with dry ice 
from British Oxygen (BOC).The company was 
seen as a top firm to work for, good wages, 
overtime and clean, often refrigerated lorries. 
Geoff said he believed in paying people well 
and looking after them. 

The fleet expanded with Leylands, Guys and 
AECS, from Mann Egerton in Norwich, which 
Geoff rated as good vehicles, but he said his 


favourites were ERFs: "You just couldn't beat 
them," he said. Humber expanded, partly by 
taking over other companies, like Shacklock of 
Caister and Muncaster of Horncastle, opening 
a new prestige office and depot in Grimsby in 
1965, the same year the company was taken 
over by Associated Fisheries. 

The new owners also acquired McVeigh 
Transport in 1970, merging the two businesses 


as Humber McVeigh. Geoff remained as 
managing director of what was now a major 
company, with 1,500 employees, 500 vehicles 
and 1,100 trailers, operating from 22 depots 
from Liverpool to Southampton, and even 
other parts of Europe. The company even 
formed an HGV driver training school. 

However, by 1980, thanks to the recession, 
new rivals and customers like the frozen 
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Right: BedfordTAand MType boxvans,JFE 
324 (Lincoln, 1955) and FFU 207 (Lindsay, 
Lines, 1948), which were part of the fleet in 
the 1950s. 


Below: A Late diesel-engined Bedford S Type 
artic, WFW 357 from 1960, is seen being 
Loaded with paper reels at Grimsby Docks. 


UNTOlV 



I Above Left: Calor Propane fuel for the vehicle fridges at the new depot in Grimsby. Note the address of the Lowestoft depot on the rear of the trailer... 
I Above right: Another scene at Grimsby Docks with a Thames Trader of Humber Warehousing being Loaded. 
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Above: CAn LAD-cabbed LeyLand Comet, XBE 313 (Lindsay, 1960), and fridge trailer when new, 
pictured outside the Ladysmith Road yard, near SaLvesen. 

Right: An Albion, XBE 315, with four cylinder engine (no sign of the‘Super six’badge) on which the 
LAD cab has suffered but probably saved the driver... 



food manufacturers setting up their own 
distribution, the number of depots fell to just 
four and, in 1984, the transport and cold store 
divisions were merged as Associated Cold 
Stores and Transport, which is still in business, 
but with less emphasis on road transport. 

Geoff had left the business in 1976, following 
a heart attack, but he was soon back, with 
Lease Air Ltd at Humberside Airport then, in 
1980, he established Geoff Hallam Transport 
Services. By the 1990s, Geoff had switched to 
consultancy work, before briefly retiring, but 
again he returned with another project, with 
Pete Osborne, which later became Innovate 
Logistics, which was more recently taken over 
by Eddie Stobart. He was still working on a 
consultancy basis into his 80s. 

A few years ago, Geoff was quoted as saying: 




CatetpacM 




Above: Another LeyLand Comet, 56 CFU (Lindsay, 1962), with a four-in-line fridge trailer, on contract 
from Humber Warehousing to McCain. 

Below: A Humber Warehousing AEC Mandator MkV,CV633C (Grimsby, 1965), with a Birds Eye 
refrigerated trailer. 























ItftlffMTEI 


Above: An AEC Mercury with another four-in-Line fridge 
trailer in Humber Warehousing Livery. 


Left: AEC Mandator, FJV 997D (Grimsby, 1966, seen 
at Grimsby Docks with a tandem-axle trailer with a 
refrigerated container semi-permanently attached. 


Right: Three AEC Mandators, including JEE 109E (Grimsby, 
1967), are seen at the Loading bay of the Grimsby Cold 
Store with fridge trailers. 



COLD STORAGE 


C° L" 
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1: AEC Mandator V8, MEE 910G (Grimsby, 1969-70), which was used in AEC advertising and on the cover of the AEC Gazette. 2: James Bond and Avengers star, 
Honor Blackman, drives an AEC Mandator past Geoff HaLLam amd photogaphers at the opening of Humber Warehousing’s new Pyewipe depot after the 
move from Ladysmith Road. 3: Guy Big J4T, NJV 407G (Grimsby, 1969-70), fleet no 367, with a tandem fridge trailer. 4: This Cummins-powered ERF 66G, REE 
940H (Grimsby, 1970), appeared on the cover of Commercial Motor. 5: Geoff used to say you couldn’t beat ERFs. 6: An atmospheric shot of two Dodges and an 
AEC outside the workshops at night. 
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Above: Volvo F86 tractor units, Like RGV 912H (West Suffolk, 1970-71), 
entered the fleet during the 1970s. By this time it was Humber McVeigh, 
but notice how the ‘HM’ Logo is similar to the ‘HW’ used previously. 


Above: A Volvo F88, fitted with a day-cab, CEE 794L (Grimsby, 1973), seen 
with a tilt trailer with the spread tandem suspension popular at the time. 




Right: The new depot at 
Pyewipe, Grimsby, seen 
from the air, with many of 
the fleet parked around the 
perimeter of the extensive 
site. 


Above: Volvo, LeyLand and Atkinson vehicles in the Humber McVeigh 
fleet, Loaded with Demag crane parts. 


Above and below: Humber VcMeigh even started an HGV training school 
during the 1970s, so there was no shortage of qualified drivers. 


rjj|[y 1 Learn H.G.V. driving 
the correct way . . 


The HUMBER McVEIGH way 

TIM rou"> ID ttecatoltf HfiV Dr-var Training (■ 1Hriiu n ^i lha H'JMWI*. 

MrVE'GH Drivn- Traimrg 6 -yul. ".m lAi^na ay 
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Intrucitif. *r.d M VE Tralni.-iQ V*hrct«. Il lp ic a 
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£>■ phnr-*Ti a Cr.k: l3i.vl.nJ InS'Lcrtr r : fifllMSSV .O^S 

Laarti unil suiKBflrd ihit urDfBsaJanalWiVjf -*t W«IW* p-rraea 


Jsf 5, 


60 March 16 


www.roadscene.com 







































Above: AFoden FLeetmaster,A681 JWU 
(Leeds, 1983-4), finished in a Later contract 
Livery for McCain. 







HUMBER McVElGH TRANSPORT 
specified GUY supplied bv 
KILLINGHOLME 
VEHICLE 
SERVICES 


" - SIGH 
SAYS 
SERVICE 

Nationwide 
Haulage & Storage 

. L0& vthideP an! T 1» Hrill*’ I ! l l nlJ 

S.fHMm tnfritimwUed insulpiKl hgtis «ni twlkmi 

- Mrvri tlun nilllon 11 . Iii ; ! lift CiF 101! rlaiK r*Y 
iLsJjrfcQH tf.idc* ■(Aiirji full fnciliEwi 
* tac/i nit 

PLVS 25 t£ANS OF SOUND 
AND SOL 10 fXPEStENCC 

HUMBER McVElGH 
TRANSPORT LTD 

SOUTH HUWHtEHSlOE iNOUtTKIAL ESTATE 
Ci HIM SB if, LINCOLNSHIRE 
TelffplWHiT GRIMSBY wqi T*la*. 5i4H 

CsEPOfl AMrad *.T&fWlLlath r l#*nKi. eaPrtt—F- »lrrtlH«HIL 

RKlvir i&rjU t*iA Irnni-ohwi. Uywye iL 
Winding PMHtr»rHf*+i FlHlK, flr-iibwowti, SSaUUUL ilKJ 


Outvie* iu customers is B-H-imporrarat to 
iumhat McVeigh Tran&pon To onsuie this 
E-Encci. thffy rhoEe Gov franiqr imihi, giK-w'iar- 
f .Tn; irnrl tipper, and fj>iT whanl fifits ftir 
Ihpir 19 73 J lcnl rijfifauirnent prnprnmmn 
StJPjp 4 ie<i fey KillicrghdlnTR Vehicle Sri-v-tps 

f&i you ft ttGQc nptoKwnwrt 

mirtWTt tiftfry o, Bright, Managing Dir actor 

KILLINGHOLME VEHICLE SERVICES LTD. 

Humber Hand, Smith Killinghalma., n-rhiir Grimsby, Lincc. 
Tol Imminghmn 23Tlfl 


1: an advert which emphasises the company’s resources and experience. 

2: Vehicles Like these 1972 Guy Big J4Ts were supplied by the in-house dealership, KiLLinghoLme 
Vehicle Services. 

3: A more recent scene at the Grimsby Cold Store, now owned by Associated Cold Stores and Transport, 
with Scanias from the Humber Transport & Warehousing (HTW) fleet. 



Above: Geoff is seen outside his house in 2012 with Rob Osborne and his AEC Mandator, LUE 673P, 
restored in Humber Warehousing Livery, when Ray and the‘Wednesday Club’visited him. The vehicle 
ran in front of Geoff’s funeral, while Ray and Dennis Newcomb put on a model display. 


"Humber was a superb company with superb 
people. The transport industry has been my life 
and I've enjoyed every minute of it and I've no 
intention of giving up work now" His business 
philosophy was work hard and give customer 
satisfaction, put your heart and soul into it and 
don't mess about, then you'll make money. 

Geoff is remembered by many people, not 
least as a devoted family man, and especially 
in the Grimsby and North Linconshire area, by 
all those who worked with him. His'right hand 
man'was Dave Marsh, who started as a driver 
and was transport manager, then operations 
director at Humber for many years, and is also 
missed in the same way. 

The companies, Humber Warehousing and 
Humber McVeigh are well-remembered far and 
wide, and the men under whose direction they 
developed and prospered will be remembered 
along with them. Here we have a pictorial 
tribute to the men, the companies and the 
vehicles. 
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Above: The Classic Commercial Show at Donington 
is considered a season closer by many. This Aveling 
Barford dumper in the auction attracted a Lot of interest 
and was sold, but would it be a shame to restore it? 

Left: Another interesting Lorry in the auction at 
Donington was this 1971 ERF eight-wheeler, with an 
extended chassis, which had obviously finished its 
working Life on the fairgrounds. It wasn’t sold, but it 
would be nice to see this one restored. 

Below: This 1960s Mack was an interesting visitor to the 
show from the Netherlands. 


T here is just one more rally from 
2015 which we need to mention, 
the Classic Commercial Show at 
Donington, which is now part 
of the Kelsey Media portfolio, 
so we'd better not forget it. This Donington 
show has always been popular, with a good 
selection of vehicles visiting and on show, 
plenty of club stands, trade stands selling 
books, magazines, models, as well as spare 
parts, of course, not to mention the auction. 

As we look back at this event, we can 
also look forward to the next Kelsey event, 
the spring'Season Opener'at Malvern on 
Saturday, April 9th. See you there... 






















Above: There aren’t many Ford Cargos in preservation - 
yet - so it was nice to see this well turned-out example 
with its tractor Load. 


Above: The members 
of The Mechanical 
Horse Club are great 
supporters of events Like 
the Donington show and 
were there with this pre¬ 
war Scammell 3-tonner 
in southern Railway 
Livery. Here’s to another 
successful rally season 
in 2016! 


Left: Neil Johnson’s 
Bedford OY Looks very 
small between Dave 
Lynn’s ERF E Series and 
a Volvo F10, but will 
have done a great job in 
moving early post-war 
loads, before being 
saved for posterity. 
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SPANISH STREETS VOLUME 2 

BY G N GEORGANO 

AUTODROMO 

BARCELONA 

www.autodromo.es 

E-MAIL: AUTODROMO@AUTODROMO.ES 
40 EUROS, INCLUDING SHIPPING 


A year ago, we reviewed Spanish Streets 
Volume 1, a special issue from Autodromo, 
'the quarterly publication dedicated to 
Spanish automotive history'This second 
volume is again a collection of full-page 
photographs of interesting vehicles seen in 
Spain during the 1960s by Nick Georgano, 
who often contributes to this magazine. 

_ 


There are over 90 different pictures of 
cars, buses and lorries of all sorts - but all 
unusual and interesting and, above all, 
old. The pictures are all excellent studies in 
black and white, beautifully reproduced in 
a large format, offering a fascinating insight 
into what might be seen on the streets in 
Spain in years gone by. There are all sorts 
of cars, from Fiat, to Opel, Lancia, Buick and 
Mercedes-Benz, plus more commercials 
than the first volume, including examples 
of Berliet, Federal, Hispano-Suiza,'EI 
Camion Ingles Leyland', REO, Seddon, 
Studebaker, Stewart, Tempo, Thornycroft 
and, of course, Pegaso.This soft-back book 



is not cheap, but very interesting, with first 
class pictures throughout. If you are on the 
internet, you can order it direct, otherwise 
try specialists like Hortons Books, Motor 
Books and David Thomas. 


J 



OUR SOUTHDOWN TIGERS 
....AND PICTURES OF MANY MORE 

BY PAUL JEFFORD 

PUBLISHED BY PAUL AND JOYCE JEFFORD 
WHITEGATES FARM, HATTON, MARKET RASEN 
LINCOLNSHIRE, LN8 5LS 
E-MAIL: PAULJOYCE.JEFFORD@BTINTERNET. 
COM 

ISBN: 978-0-9567622-0-7 

£18 + POSTAGE, FROM THE PUBLISHER 

Paul and Joyce Jefford have owned ex- 
Southdown ECW-bodied Leyland Tiger 
PS1, GUF 727, since the early 1970s. This 
is the story of that vehicle, its career with 
Southdown, how they came to buy it and 
their adventures as bus preservationists. 
Along the way, there are pictures and history 
of the rest of this batch, which started as 
coaches on the London-South Coast services 
in the early post-war years, before being 
down-graded to local bus duties, then sold 
for workers'transport and, apart from two of 
them, scrapping. 

There are also details of an ex-Southdown 


Leyland Royal Tiger, originally LUF 826, 
more recently re-bodied for a further 40 
years or more work in Malta, but now safe 
with the Jeffords in Lincolnshire. Its life with 
Southdown, contractor Wimpey and its 
Maltese operators is recounted, along with 
pictures of some of its fellow Southdown 
coaches. 

Anybody considering preserving a bus or 
coach ought to read this. It will warn them 
of the pitfalls, but also shows just how much 
enjoyment the owners have had from this 
vehicle over the years. There have obviously 
been highs and lows, ranging from visiting 
Buckingham Palace and acting as transport 
for a family wedding, to breakdowns far from 
home. It's all told in an easy conversational 
style and very readable. At worst, it might 
make you feel guilty that you haven't taken 
the plunge and preserved/restored a vehicle, 
at best it might spur you on, in the hope 
of having as much fun as Paul and Joyce 
Jefford. 


FIRE APPLIANCES OF SOUTH 
WEST ENGLAND 

BY EDDIE BAKER 
PUBLISHED BY EB BOOKS 
5 LORDSWAY PARK, ALCONBURY 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE28 4BF 
E-MAIL: EDDIE.BAKER@TISCALI.CO.UK 
ISBN: 978-099346-840-7 
£18.99, INCLUDING POSTAGE, FROM THE 
PUBLISHER (CHEQUE OR PAYPAL VIA E-MAIL) 

This is the sixth book from Eddie Baker, 
following 'On the Run: A History of Croydon 
Fire Brigade,'A History of Firefighting in 
Cambridgeshire', 'Fire Appliances of Eastern 
England','Airfield Firefighting in Eastern 
England'and'Industrial Firefighting in 
Eastern England'and follows the same 
format. 

The book covers the evolution of fire 
appliances from denationalisation in 1948 
to the present day in the counties of Avon, 
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and the Isles of 
Scilly, plus those of the Fire Service College, 


at Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire and 
'National Resilience Appliances', which were 
introduced after 11 th September 2011, to 
provide decontamination units, or'lncident 
Response Vehicles'for large-scale incidents, 
including flooding and building collapse, 
mostly based on demountable lorries. 

There are plenty of details of the 
development of the fire brigades, along with 
their vehicles, which are listed or described, 
along with pictures of many of them. 

They cover the whole range, from pre-war 
appliances to current vehicles. There are over 
350 pictures, including 20 in colour, in the 
157 or so pages of the book, The pictures 
are all quite small, and not all of the highest 
quality, but the interesting range of fire¬ 
fighting equipment shown and vehicles of so 
many types, plus several fireboats and even a 
hovercraft, more than make up for this. 

There is also a useful section on fire 
appliance manufacturers and a glossary of 
associated terms. Eddie is to be applauded 
for publishing these books, a real labour of 


love from an ex-firefighter, which will be of 
interest to all fire appliance fans and many 
vehicle enthusiasts. 
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF COACHING 

BY PETER WALLER 

PUBLISHED BY CRtCY FOR ATLAS EDITIONS 


The Golden Age 
of Coaching 


NARTM GAZETTE 

- NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ROAD 
TRANSPORT MODELLERS 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
COLIN FOSTER 

UNIVERSAL SOLUTIONS 4 BUSINESS LTD 

UNIT D2 NEWTON BUSINESS PARK 

CARTWRIGHT STREET 

NEWTON, HYDE 

CHESHIRE 

SK14 4EH 

0161 367 8999 

E-MAIL: NARTM@US4B.CO.UK 
MEMBERSHIP: £16 PER ANNUM (UK) 




National Association of 
Road Transport Modellers 


NARTM is the club for road transport 
modellers, whether they collect diecasts, build 
kits, convert models or scratch-build, catering 
for all scales and materials. 

The association's magazine gives details local 
meetings and open days, on-line discussions, 
discounts from kit manufacturers and NARTM 
Gazette advertisers and entry to events, 
notably in connection with displays by association members. The association offers a lot of 
encouragement to those whose hobby can be somewhat solitary at times, as interaction with 
other NARTM members, with hints and tips on modelling, could be most helpful. 

Members of NARTM receive four copies of this A5-sized Gazette each year, with its news, 
reviews and articles for the road transport modeller. This issue is particularly full of pictures 
of members' models and dioramas, which offer plenty of ideas, motivation and stimulation, 
especially for the less experienced modeller. 




This latest title in the'Nostalgia Road'series 
is not actually available on its own from the 
publishers, but comes as a 'free gift'with 
one of a series of model coaches from Atlas 
Editions. This company has become one 
of the most prolific'part work'providers 
in this and other European countries, with 
series of reproduction Dinky Toys, models of 
aeroplanes, military vehicles, Eddie Stobart 
lorries, buses and now coaches. 

This is a well-written account of how motor 
coaches developed, particularly in the post¬ 
war years, the companies which ran them, 
the passengers who used them, up to more 
modern times, with motorway services and 
holiday trips. It nicely complements the 
model coaches in the series, along with a 
DVD, a set of coasters and other bits and 
pieces. 

Crecy previously published a Nostalgia 
Road book on Duple, the coachbuilders, so 
it is to be hoped this title will be added to 
its own series, as it has been given an ISBN 
number. Meanwhile, the only way to obtain 
it would be to sign up to the series of model 
coaches. It has to be said that dealing with 
part works suppliers like this can be trying at 
times, but the products are generally worth 
the effort. 


Available free to Leyland Society members 
- £27 per annum, application forms from the 
Membership Secretary, 37 Balcombe Gardens, 
Horley, Surrey, RH6 9BY or from the website www. 
leylandsociety.co.uk 

Leyland Torque is a quarterly magazine, which 
includes regular features, like news about the 


society, its gatherings,'What Leyland's Doing' 
now at the factory, the pictorial 'Leyland Lorries 
for Loads,'Food for Thought','Odd Bodies', plus in 
this issue some memories and pictures from an 
ex-trade plate driver, Leyland turntable fire escapes 
in Liverpool, pictures of post-war all-Leyand Titan 
buses with Lancashire independents - some in 
colour - a fascinating look at Leyland 'pin-up' 
calendars, all in the best possible taste, I might 
add, sliding roofs on Southdown TD1 s, letters from 
Australia and more. There are lots of interesting 
pictures and information about Leylands so, if 
you are a Leyland enthusiast, you really need to 
join the Society and read Leyland Torque and the 
annual Leyland Journal, too. 


THE ALBION MAGAZINE 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE ALBION 
CLUB, 7 JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, 
SCOTLAND, PART OF THE BIGGAR ALBION 
FOUNDATION. 


The latest issue of this club's newsletter 
includes a special, largely photographic, 
feature on the impressive restoration of 
a 1920 Albion A16 charabanc, as well as 
the usual news about members and their 
vehicles including, it seems inevitable 
these days, a couple of obituaries, plus a 
range of items of interest to Albion owners 
and enthusiasts, including adverts, what's 
appeared in this and other magazines 
about Albions and so on.This club is 
recommended for anyone interested in 
Albions and you don't have to be a vehicle 
owner. 


LEYLAND TORQUE 
NO 70 WINTER 2015 

PUBLISHED BY THE LEYLAND SOCIETY LTD, 

C/O 213 CASTLE HILL ROAD 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


r 

BEFORE AND AFTER 

When I saw this restored ERF B Series tractor unit, 
XJE 89T (Cambridge, December 1978) at the Classic 
Commercial Show at Gaydon in June last year, 
fully restored in Hemelite livery, I remembered 
that I had taken pictures of the same vehicle, 
both at NewarkTruckfest in September 2011 and, 
previously, back in May 1993, at the Ruston Steam 
Rally, when it was in showman's use, with Downs. 

Meanwhile, the Bedford OWST, 965 LTT, now 
all-over blue, which I saw at the South Cerney 
rally in August 2015, was at the Upton-on-Severn 
rally back in 1993, finished in British Road Services 
grey livery. I though you and other readers would 
be interested in these pictures, which show 
how vehicles progress through their years in 
preservation. 

Barry Fenn, Telford 





THAT ERF EIGHT-WHEELER 

Just some information on the ERF eight¬ 
wheeler on page 68 of the February issue. 
This vehicle was new to Scottish and 
Newcastle Brewers at Fountain Brewery, 
Edinburgh, to be used on long distance 
trunking. It was registered CFS 397B, 
fleet number 1532, and was fitted with 
disc brakes, with a Bristol Siddeley fully- 


automatic gear box, with platform body. 

This was a bit of a disaster and was 
converted to drum brakes and a David 
Brown six-speed gear box. At the end 
of its working life, it went back to James 
Bowen, which had sold it to S & N, where 
the apprentices - one of them John 
Henderson, who is Features Editor of 
Scotland's Transport News - converted it to a 


breakdown lorry for the Bowen fleet. 

When Bowen closed down, it went 
to Alex Anderson at Bo-Ness, where it 
was parked under cover. It is good to it 
see going to a good home. At 21 years 
old, YWS 111 was the first lorry I drove 
for Pollock of Musselburgh Ltd, on long 
distance transport. Happy days. 

Bob Erskine, via e-mail f 
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CANNING TOWN GLASS 
WORKS 

I was interested to see in issue 195, on page 
38, the photo of two lorries belonging to 
Canning Town Glass Works. You seem a little 
surprised that they were registered in West 
Yorkshire, so perhaps I can shed a little light. 

Canning Town Glass Works, which was based 
at Queenborough, on the Isle of Sheppey, 
was part of a group of three companies, two 
of which were glass bottle makers and one 
a transport company.This wasTowmaster 
Transport, while the other glass works was 
Dale Brown, based in Swinton, now in South 
Yorkshire, but in the 1960s in the West 
Riding. Dale Brown was the main office and 
I suspect the vehicles would be purchased 
and registered from there, even if under the 
Canning Town banner. 

In the mid-1970s, the company was 
purchased by Arthur Bells, the distillers, 
and the glass company was renamed as 
v Canning Town Glass, operating at both 


a 

sites andTowmaster became separate and 
Bells transport division.They organized the 
transport needs of both sites, utilizing a fleet 
of Tautliner trailers, as by then most loads were 
palletized and shrink wrapped. Occasionally 
other transport contractors were contracted, 
depending on the destination and packaging. 
The trailers in the photo are sheeted flats, 
but the loads were almost certainly not bulk 
packed. 

In the 1980s, Bells was bought by Arthur 
Guinness (Saunders & Co) and then Guinness 
bought Distillers, which caused the glass 
factories to become part of United Glass 
Bottles (50% owned by Distillers) and the 
transport needs to be taken over by Robsons 
of Carlisle, which was owned by United Glass. 

Sadly both the Swinton and the 
Queenborough factories were eventually 
closed. I hope this fills a little gap of 
knowledge. Like the magazine and it is nice for 
it to occasionally touch one's past. 

Geoff Hodgson, Doncaster 



SAD SCARAB 

I though readers would be interested to see 
this ex-RAF Scammell Scarab, fitted with twin 
headlights, which was one of many we bought 
and cut up, to use their wheels and axles to 
make farm trailers, along with the matching 6 
ton trailers. 

John Rowell, Peterborough 

It seems a shame that a vehicle in such good 
outward condition was about to be cut up, but 
there was obviously more of a market for the 
parts than the whole vehicles at the time. 


A SMILE WITH YOUR MONDAY 
MORNING COFFEE 

Belated Happy New Year. Three things, the first 
is just to stop me going back through all the 
back issues of Vintage Roadscene, do you have 
an address for a supplier of Len Newall's book 
on British registration numbers. I think it was 
from the author and in two parts but, in my 
dotage, I can't find it and would like to get a 
copy. 

Secondly, I think the Road haulage Archive is 
a great idea, and I have enjoyed every one (yet 
another subscription). 

Thirdly, I hope just to bring a smile over your 
Monday morning coffee. You may recall I wrote 
to you regarding the CA Bedford door falling 
off and the bit on Jaguar v Rover brought to 
mind the following:- 

One of the owners of the company ran a very 
early Jag three point something, with the spats 
over the rear wheels. 

Now we never got to touch something as up¬ 
market as this, other than: "Busty, if you have a 
moment, clean Mr X's car.'This would be parked 
and locked on the wash, so not even a chance 
to sit in it, little more drive it. 

One day he came in saying that it must have 
an ignition fault, as it kept cutting out. He said 
he had it to the dealer, but had come back'NNF' 


(no fault found). So we were asked to sort it 
out! 

Now if the dealer could find no fault, what 
chance did us lot stand? Anyway, we took it out 
on an extended trial (giggle, my turn to drive 
now) and it ran as sweet as a nut, taking it back 
and telling him it ran fine for us. 

He came down the yard to collect it, and I 
don't suppose he did 200 yds before it cut out! 
Back he came, threw the key down, saying we 
were about as much use as, etc... 

Off we went again: it ran great, so take it back. 
Now it's getting serious; someone says it's the 
distributor cap; another the rotor arm, the plug 
leads and on and on... 

New cap and arm fitted, along with 
condenser, new set of leads (well, they would 
always come in handy for our cars), new set of 
plugs, cleaned the ash tray and gave it a good 
road test (went down the Kingston By-pass like 
a train). 

Take it back, there you are, its great. That 
evening, he pulled out of the yard, turned into 
Wandsworth Road and it missed and jerked to 
a stop! 

In he stormed, as red as his car, ready to sack 
one and all so, asking him to hang on, clean 
overalls were put on, pockets stuffed with tools, 
off we went. Right, you drive, said Wally, the 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 
WAREHOUSE OPEN DAY, 
MARCH 2016. 

After the great popularity of our Open 
Warehouse Sale last November, we have 
been asked by our collectors to repeat the 
event. Many model enthusiasts were unable 
to attend because of the short notice, others 
because of the sudden change in the weather. 
As people found out what the display was and 
the low sale prices of the models, it prompted 
them to ask us to repeat the event and give 
them a chance to get some bargains. 

So we have decided to host another event, 
this time for one day only, on Saturday 19th of 
March. The doors will be open to all at 10am, 
with last entry at 3.30pm. 

There will be the chance to buy from our 
current stock list at'special on-the-day prices', 
our popular model scrap yard and the last of 
our 1/24 scale'slight seconds'buses. 

As well as our new models on display, there 
will be the impressive fleet board layout and a 
model printing demonstration. 

Light refreshments will also be available at 
reasonable prices. 

Our address is 32 Woodall Road, Enfield EN3 
4LG, situated close to Ponders End Railway 
Station, while bus route 191 goes past 
frequently, back and forth to Edmonton Green 
and there is plenty of parking around the site. 
We look forward to seeing all that attend. 

Mark Fisher, EFE. 


guy I worked with, to the boss. 

He started the car, off she went in the traffic. 
Fine for about three miles: "Ho, it's not going 
to do it,"so he turned a hard right and, lo and 
behold, it cut out and back on! 

The penny dropped; he had a very large 
bunch of keys which, as he made any hard 
turns, would swing and be just enough to 
partly switch off the ignition. (Remember the 
Willmott Breeden - almost'one key fits all' 
when they were a bit worn.) And, of course, 
every time we had the car, we only had the key, 
not the bunch.The switch really was OK, it was 
just the size or the key ring. 

So, back we went in a very quiet and 
subdued Jag. The net result was that he never 
mentioned it again, and we made a decent 
set of plugs and leads, plus a couple of very 
pleasant extended road trips, seeing what the 
Jag would do. Sweeney, eat your heart out... 

Jayne Thomas, via e-mail 
Thanks, I'm sure that story brought a smile to 
many faces. Len Newall's book is not out 
of print, an updated third edition is ISBN 978-1- 
872686-32-5, available from good booksellers, or 
direct from Newby Books, Easingwold Town Hall 
Company, The Advertiser Office, Marketplace, 
Easingwold, York Y06 1 3AB, tel: 01347 821329, 
www.newbybooks.co.uk, price £ 16.95. 
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HULL HAULIERS 

While reading the letter by Dave Green, 
'Scene and Heard', Issue 194 January 2016, 
it brought many memories flooding back to 
me, as I drove for three of the hauliers that 
were mentioned by him. 

'Dunlins' of Lambert Street in the mid-1960s 
ran a small fleet of smartly-kept Kew Dodges, 
and most of our outward work was timber 
products carried for the long gone (I think) 
'Beecroft Timber Merchants'We used to haul 
pre-treated tanalised timber products up 
to Marley Tiles of Kilmarnock, and the packs 
were so heavy the load would be cab high 
with no sheeting. 

After Dunlins, I changed jobs several times 
as most drivers did in those days, and after 
a short spell at'Falkinghams', again mainly 
carrying timber, I landed a prime job at 
'Wakes' in the mid-1970s, the earlier logo of 
'Wake Bros Hull/Birmingham'long removed 
from the livery. Wakes ran the largest fleet of 
Scania 110s in the north of the country, quite 
possibly the whole country, the bulk of the 
work being timber and paper reels imported 
through King George Dock. 

In those days, we had to find our own 
backloads, so I would ring a couple of 
hauliers from home the night before with 
an ETA (estimated time of arrival) in their 
area, hoping to pick up a good runner. Yes, 
great motors, great pay, but sadly, all good 
things come to an end and, in the late 1970s, 

I was made redundant when the company 
stopped operating. 

My next 11 years of driving were spent 
at 'Browns' of Beverley on night trunk, 
delivering exhausts and shockers from 
'Armstrongs'of Beverley, to most of the 


country's major car plants. 

By 1987,1 had moved to'Russell Davies 
(taken over by Securicor Omega and further 
followed by DHL), which at the time was the 
largest shipping container haulier in the UK, 
where I remained for the next 23 years until 
my retirement in 2010. 

Here is my recollection of early Hull 
Hauliers, many long gone, some I drove for 
for short periods and a few still operating 
today-all large fleets. 

• Hunters of Hull (Commers, Leylands, AEC) 

• East and West Coast Transport (Dodge, 
Leyland, Commers) 

• LinkTransport 

• Valley Transport 

• Rispins of Hull - took over Humber Stores 
Contractors (HSC) 

• Swift Transport (Guys and Leylands) 

• H Christmas (Guys and Fodens) 

• Key Warehousing (large mixed fleet) 

• Eclipse Motor Transport 

• Edwards of Hull 

• Neil and Brown - still going strong today, 
mainly European work 

• TEPS - I remember them as a teenager, still 
going strong today, now mainly container 
work. 

Before the advent of containers, most of the 
early hauliers were already struggling, thanks 
to legislation regarding MOTs, tyres, weights 
etc, so moving over to containers was quite 
simple. In the early days, skelly trailers and 
twist locks were not needed if you had 
enough 40ft flatbeds standing around to 
take on the work. Drop the box onto the 
trailer and throw a couple of chains over. 

The biggest loss in the early stages was not 
being able to backload. Trucks were running 


empty thousands of miles a week, taking 
boxes (containers) back to their own ports 
until manufacturers, shipping companies and 
hauliers secured their own solid contracts. 

By the 1990s, it was almost impossible not 
to have a backload. However, as drivers, we 
lost out big time, as we no longer received 
a bonus for finding a backload for the 
company we drove for. 

Although now enjoying retirement to 
the full, after 48 years of tramping and 
trunking across the country, I do miss my 
trucks a lot. I could go on, space providing, 
and write a more in depth follow-up article, 
regarding many of the private large fleets 
on C licence, hauling their own goods out of 
the city. These one-time great fleets never 
seem to get recognition in classic or vintage 
magazines. 

Unfortunately I missed your earlier article 
'Hauliers of Hull', as my wife and I were on 
holiday at the time. Finally, I would like to 
add that I will be placing an order for your 
excellent magazine which I enjoy reading 
very much. 

B Featherstone, Hull 

On holiday? It's all right for some. Seriously, 
you could get the back issue from Kelsey, the 
details are in the contents page, and I'm glad 
you now have a regular order. We would love to 
hear from you about all those other companies. 
If we can find some pictures from somewhere 
to go with your memories, that would be even 
better. The same goes for all readers. Your 
memories of companies, vehicles, the work, 
where the loads went from and to and so on 
are all so interesting and, of course, stimulate 
the memories for other readers. 


r 

WHEELED ESCAPE QUERIES 

Firstly, allow me to congratulate you 
on producing an excellent periodical. 
Secondly, as one who is involved with 
the preservation of several vintage fire 
appliances, including a 1937 Leyland Cub 
pump escape. I have been following with 
great interest the articles on classic and 
vintage fir engines. However, I have a 
couple of queries about the piece by Ron 
Henderson in the February issue. 

The 'pumpless' 1934 Merryweather van 
clearly has the pump control and hose¬ 
fitting under the officer's seat. It also carries 
a 'first aid' hose-reel. This would suggest 
that it has the 40 gallon water tank over the 
rear axle. 

The other query is about the escape 
ladder in the first picture. I cannot see a 
'fly ladder' under the main ladder. There 
are, however, a pair of stabilising poles, 
which would be held by several men while 
positioning the ladder. This would make 
the ladder look like a sort of'A'fra me. These 
poles are still in use today on the modern 
ladders. 

v 


The arge box above the axle may hold 
weights to counter-balance the heavy weight 
of the ladder. From our own experience with 
our wheeled escape, one man alone would 
not be able to balance the ladder. I would say 
this is a posed picture. Please don't hesitate 
to correct me if I may be wrong. 

P Bundy, Louth Lincolnshire. 

Ron Henderson replies: thank you for your 
letter and interest in the article on wheeled 
escape ladders. In answer to your constructive 
and valid queries, regarding the London 
escape van, you are perfectly right that it had 
a pump; a small first aid pump, in this instance 
of 1 0 gallons per minute output at 120 lbs psi 
pressure. However the accent was on a fixed 
main pump, of usually 500gpm capacity in 
that era, either mid-ships or rear-mounted, 
with which the machine was not fitted, hence 
the term Motor Escape Van rather than Pump 
Escape. Accepting that not all readers are 
familiar with fire service terminology and 
equipment, perhaps I should make these 
differences clearer in subsequent articles. 

Now the Wheeled Escape; you are right, it is a 


posed shot. It was pictured in Merryweathers 
yard at Greenwich. The original caption to 
the photograph quoted "fly wheel escape" 
but, subsequently enlarging the original 
photograph, I can see that what was taken 
for granted to have been an under-slung 
ladder is, in fact, a pair of poles. These poles 
were more commonly attached to the side of 
the main ladder and secured half-way up the 
lever arms or back fly. In that era, these poles 
were used to make the ladders free-standing 
and self-supporting, for use as a water tower, 
rather than the head having to be leaned 
against a building, as in the case of rescues. 

The box was an equipment and hose box. 

You are right about the inability of one 
man operation. I trundled plenty of Bay ley 
escapes around and, interestingly, these were 
advertised by Alfred Miles with the Patent 
Miles escape mounting, as capable of one 
man operation when, in reality, it was a four 
man operation. 

So, thank you for your comments and 
support, which had been noted. If I can be 
of any further assistance, please feel free to 
contact me at Ronald422@btinternet.com. 

J 
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TRAVELLER'S ALBION 

Thanks for the use of my pictures with the 
article, I think they have come out really well 
in the magazine. I noticed in the previous 
issue that there was a article concerning ford 
& Slater of Leicester, which probably sold my 
Albion to Clemerson's of Loughborough in 
1966. If so, it's probably the last one still in 
running condition! 

This picture shows the second Albion 
Chieftain (identical to mine and which I'd 
assume was also sold via Ford & Slater of 
Leicester) used by Clemerson's, until the 
company closed in 1972, and put up for 
auction at Measham in the same year, which 
also found a second career, as a shooting 
gallery, this time with John Turbill, also a 
Midland's showman, which he still owned 
when I visited his yard in 1993.1 regretted not 
being able to buy this one instead of mine 
from Arthur Fossett, as it hadn't been cut 
about and was in much better condition cab- 
wise and probably overall. The picture shows it 
at Nottingham Goose Fair in October, 1993. 

Dave Fawcett, via e-mail 
from Southern France... 
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1 MALTA BUS AND 
| COCA COLA 

| Reading through the latest issue 195 of 
I Vintage Roadscene, I thought I would send 
I you this picture taken of the Olympic's 
I Torch Relay, when it came through 
I Cardigan in Mid-West Wales, 2012. Is this 
I another Ex-Malta Bus? 
j I have a small collection of photos, taken 
I in the early 1970s, when I worked at the 
I Coca-Cola Southern Bottlers Depot at 
1 Shinfield, on the southern edge of Reading 
I -'now long gone'How do I get them to 
I you and back safely. Thanks for a great 
I read again. 

Graham Potter (ex-Coca-Cola Route 


Sales IVIan 1971-1980, now living in j 
Mid-West Wales. 

Thanks for getting in touch. This is actually \ 
the same ex-Malta bus, restored in 20 7 3 back j 
to 'original' by South Eastern Coach works, [ 

after 8,000 miles round Britain with the 
Olympic Torch. It's (probably) a 7 965 Bedford [ 
SB, with a Leyland 4 7 7 engine and 7 969 
Debono bodywork, built in Malta. The 
current owner has listed full details on the \ 

Internet. | 

7 would love to see and use your Coca Cola \ 
pictures. You could either scan them yourself [ 
and send them via e-mail, or you could send [ 
them 'special delivery'/signed for, direct to J 

me and send them straight back. 



f -\ 

UNITED TRANSPORT 
SERVICE MEMORIES 

H Daulby's letter about Southdown's 
chairman, W F French, which appeared 
in issue 193, December 2015, brought 
back childhood memories. 

In the 1960s, the family lived in 
Merton Road, Southfields, some 250 
yards from the large United Transport 
Service garage. This was home to the 
green-liveried coaches of BlueBelle and 
United. It was also, seemingly, home to 
the blue-liveried coaches of Adnams 
and some in the house colours of Royal 
Dutch Airlines (KLM). If my memory 
serves me well, these companies were 
running Bedfords. 

During the summer months, both 
BlueBelle and United used to run 
numerous excursions to South coast 
resorts, with Margate, Hastings, 

Brighton and Bognor Regis being 
regular family days out. Next door to 
the garage. Corona soft Drinks had 
a delivery depot, with a number of 
yellow-liveried Bedford TKs. A bit further 
along Merton Road, on the corner of 
Kimber Road, the London Ambulance 
Service had its Central Workshops. 

It is many years since I have been 
back to Southfields and, despite 
many changes to the area, the United 
Transport Service garage was still in 
existence. High up on its front it had 
the 'United Transport Service' name, in 
green on a white background, making 
it easily identifiable, although it was set 
back from the road. This was done using 
tiles, probably during its building. 

> _ Ian Kennedy, Wakefield^ 


ERROR CORRECTION 

In my letter about the CWS Bell vehicles, 

I attributed the Old Motor article to 
Nick Baldwin, whereas it was written by 
his contemporary, Mike Worthington- 
Williams. 

Not wishing to upset old 'Worthy', 

I hope its not too late to apologise 
and correct any reference to this in a 
forthcoming issue. 

Allan Bedford, via e-mail 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Just a note to compliment the John Greeves 
article 'New Age Travellers' in the January 
issue. It's great to see some of the 1960s 
and earlier classic British vehicles in active 
use.'The Sicilian Job'and others are also 
interesting. 

Eric Bryan, via e-mail 
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SOUTHDOWN'S 70TH 
REMEMBERED 

Southdown Motor Services Ltd celebrated its 
centenary in June 2015, and Malcolm Wright 
has charted the history of the company over the 
last four issues of Vintage Roadscene. In 1985, 
Southdown celebrated its 70th Anniversary in 
style, with a road run from Worthing to Brighton, 
culminating in a rally at Madeira Drive. There was 
even a cake! 

Following the 1985 Transport Act, Southdown 
had been split into four companies, Brighton 
Hove & District, Southdown Engineering Services 
and Southdown Motor Services, which had been 
divided into East & Mid Sussex and West Sussex 
Divisions. A total of 37 vehicles, representing 
these companies, along with preserved 
Southdown vehicles, were listed to attend. 

The event took place on Sunday 2nd 
June. I have attached a copy of the souvenir 
'Southdown Special'information sheet handed 


out on the day.The following paragraphs are 
copied from the article on page two, outlining 
the start of proceedings. 

"Promptly at 11 am, the Mayor of Worthing, 
Councillor Stanley Moore, rings the bell 
of Southdown's 1922 G7 open-topper, to 
commence the 70th Anniversary of Southdown's 
first major service between Worthing and 
Brighton. 

"Then, at two minute intervals another 36 
or so vehicles, representing seven decades of 
Southdown's coach and bus experience, follow 
the G7 in leaving Worthing's West Parade and 
create a moving pageant en route for Brighton. 

"On arrival at Brighton's Madeira Drive from 
11:45 onwards, all the vehicles are marshalled 
into age order with the newest vehicles closest 
to the Aquarium roundabout. 

"At 2:30, the Mayor of Brighton, Councillor 
Robert Cristofoli inspects the fleet, accompanied 
by Southdown's General Manager, Michael 


Sedgley and Brighton & Hove Division manager 
Roger French." 

Here are a few buses and coaches I 
photographed as they arrived in Madeira Drive. 

1. TCD486J, a Bristol RESL6Lwith Marshall 
CamagnaTwo B45F body, new October 1970. 
Seventy Marshall-bodied Bristol single-deckers 
were purchased by Southdown during the 
late 1960s and early 70s, but only a handful 
remained in service in 1985. Allocated to East & 
Mid Sussex. 

2. YJB 271J, a Leyland Retriever recovery 
lorry, new August 1970. Purchased from a 
haulier, David Hoare ofSelsey, in 1979. Rebuilt 
at Portslade and fitted with heavy recovery 
equipment by Wreckers International Ltd, 
Hertford, in 1980. Allocated to Brighton & Hove 
Division. Also in this photo is FHE 402L, a Leyland 
National 1151/1R/0401 B49F+23, new March 

1973. Purchased in May 1985, from Yorkshire 
Traction, but now repainted in the red and cream 
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Brighton Hove & District livery of pre-NBC days. 

3. UUF 335J, a Leyland Leopard PSU3B/4R 
with Plaxton Panorama Elite C47F coachwork, 
new May 1971. Repainted into'traditional' 
Southdown livery in 1980, along with a number 
of similar coaches and allocated to Southdown 
Coaches. 

4. UWV 621S, a Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB, with 
Eastern Coachworks C043/31F body, new 
February 1978. The Bristol VR could also be 
seen as the standard NBC double-decker, but 
Southdown also received some convertible 
open-toppers, as seen here.This example is in 
'1066 Country'livery, allocated to East & Mid 
Sussex Division. 

5. LPN 358W, a Leyland Leopard PSU5D/4R, 
with Plaxton Paramount 3200 C53F coachwork, 
chassis new May 1981 and rebodied in July 1984, 
displaying the livery of Southdown Coaches, to 
which it was allocated. 

The article on radiators was most interesting. 
The author mentions the Maidstone & District 
Bristols; the earliest ones had the high mounted 
radiator, as illustrated by the Southern Vectis 
example in the article. I attach a photo of the 
lower mounted Bristol PV2 radiator, as fitted 
to Bristol K6A HKE 867, which was new to 
Maidstone & District in September 1945 and 
fitted with a Duple utility body. In 1953 the 
original body was removed and the chassis 
rebuilt and modernised and fitted with the PV2 
radiator. It then received a new Weymann'Aurora' 
body in April 1953 and in this form continued in 
service until April 1967. It was then purchased 
from M&D by The M&D and East Kent Bus Club in 
May 1967. 

6 . It is seen here basking in the summer 
sunshine on Madeira Drive, Brighton, attending 
the Southdown 70 event in 1985. It is still in club 
ownership. 

P Smith, Minster on Sea 


NOT A HALF-CAB? 

| Reading the article by Clive Baker, I must 
| challenge some of his assertions regarding 
[ the AEC'K'type. Firstly, one can hardly call 
I it a 'half-cab' as it had no cab. The usual 
| description of the Kand S types are'Semi 
I forward control'. Secondly, while the 'K' 

I type may have been London's first'semi 
I forward control' bus, it was not the first 
I in the UK. Scottish Motor Traction Ltd of 
j Edinburgh built its first'Lothian'in 1913 
I and, while the Lothian wasn't technically a 
I 'half cab'either (It was full fronted), it was 
I fully forward control. Also, the production 
I version had a cowled radiator, something 
I that wasn't usual for at least an other 


couple of decades. D L G Hunter had this ! 
to say in his book,'From SMT to Eastern 
Scottish'(John Donald Publishers 1987): | 

"A novelty which did not become general I 
practice elsewhere until many years later I 
was the location of the driver alongside I 
the engine, thus enabling a 32 seat saloon [ 
body to be accomodated on a vehicle 
only 23 feet long, the same length as the I 
old Maudslays and the maximum then | 

allowed in Edinburgh.' | 

Jane Jones (Ms), via e-mail ( 
You are right, and we stand corrected on \ 

both counts. It's all too easy to fall into the \ 
'London did everything first' state of mind, \ 

but it just wasn't so... J 


WHEN BUSES HAD 
RADIATORS 

I enjoyed Clive Baker's article. I agree with 
him in that buses were easily identifiable 
and particularly when the back of the 
radiator was flush with the front dash panel. 
This enabled most coachbuilders to build 
a complete vehicle with smooth lines.The 
ugliest post-war vehicles with exposed 
radiators, in my opinion, were 30 Guy Arab 
Mk 3 6LW double-deckers fitted with Crossley 
bodies. They were spoilt by the Crossley 
addition to the front dash panel. 

In the text, Clive mentions the AEC Regal 
Mk IV and Leyland Royal Tiger, which were 
introduced at the 1950 Commercial Motor 
Show.There was also on the Guy Stand, a left 
had drive Arab UF chassis (LHUF70531) and 
in the demonstration park, a complete bus 
with a Guy-PRV 40 seat body. The Arab LUF 
came three years later. 

I am surprised, in the list of chassis that 
had a copy of the Guy designed,'New Look' 
fronts, the Dennis Loline. Blue Bus Services 
placed the first example in service in the 
country, in February 1958, followed by a 
second a few months later. 

I liked his selection of photographs, as I also 
grew up in the area. Blue Bus Services are of 
particular interest, as I had a Sunday morning 
job cleaning windows and other jobs, from 
1948 until I joined Guy Motors in September 
1950, but I kept in touch with them into the 
1960s. I remember ORB 277 arriving on the 
day I left Bemrose Grammar School. It is true 
that they tried to sell it, but this was BEFORE 
it was delivered. Just prior to that, an increase 
of 2 ft 6 ins for two axle single-deckers had 
been authorised and they hoped to replace it 
with a 30 ft long Daimler CVD6, with a 39 seat 
coach body. I remember MrTailby telling me, 
after the 1950 Commercial Motor Show that, 
in 1950, he had ordered two CD650 chassis 
and they each cost the same as a Bentley 
car, which I found out to be £1,650. With 
the Willowbrook double-deck coach bodies 
costing just short of £2,000, this was quite an 
outlay for a fleet of 14 vehicles. 

Incidentally, the correct Duple designation 
for the body on ORB 277 is 'A'. Barton has 
some similar coaches, but these had extra 
\trim and could be recognised by the ribbed 


polished aluminium trim on the lower panels^ 

on each side at mid-wheel arch height. These 
were type'AI'.The designation FS1 relates 
to the drawing from which they were built, 
and means Full Size, with the 1 indicating the 
first post-war design. I had the pleasure of 
driving this coach on the occasion of a visit of 
Omnibus Society members, who I brought in 
the Guy Warrior LUF demonstrator, VDA 32. 

I also rode on the Crossleys of Derby 
Corporation. These were among the last 
Crossleys built.They had Crossley 8.6 litre 
engines and constant-mesh gearboxes. They 
arrived in 1952, together with five Fodens, 
powered by 6LW engines. They had the last 
Brush double-deck bodies built. 

The ten Derby Daimler CVD6 had 
Willowbrook bodies.The idea was to 
compare the Fodens and Crossleys against 
Daimlers for future deliveries. By the time 
these came in 1957, both Crossley and Foden 
had ceased building buses. In 1942, Derby 
had placed in service a Utility Bristol K5G, a 
make that was rare in the area. 

I also had the pleasure of driving Derby's 
Guy Arab Mk IV, which had a 6LW engine, on 
the occasion of its return after exhibition at 
Earls Court in October 1956, for a pre-delivery 
check. This was the first of an order for ten 
buses, the others arriving in 1957. The first 
five had Massey bodies, introducing this 
make into the fleet, while the others had Park 
Royal. A further five with Weymann bodies 
were bought in 1959 and a final five in 1960. 
These had Massey bodies that became the 
standard manufacturer for Derby double¬ 
deck bodies until the last ones in 1965. As 
Guy decided to stop building the Arab Mk 
IV in 1960, future chassis orders went to 
Leyland. All the Guys had exposed radiators. 

There are many attractive designs today, 
but some are spoilt by squared back 
ends, unlike the gently rounded curves of 
yesteryear. They also give improved comfort, 
but are soulless, unlike the front-engined 
vehicles, with their distinctive engine notes, 
coupled with transmission noises, such as 
the musical notes of AEC gearboxes and the 
whine of the Guy constant-mesh gearbox, 
plus the whistle from the Guy-built clutch. 
Those were the golden days for'us oldies'! 

Robin Hannay, Stratford upon Avon 
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VINCENT SMITH (1924-2015) 

Vintage Roadscene reader, Vincent Smith, was 
taken on his final journey to West Wiltshire 
Crematorium, Semington, by Vintage Lorry 
Funerals 1950 Leyland Beaver. 

Vincent, who was also known as Binky, left 
school at 14 and became an Engineering 
Apprentice at Westinghouse Brake & Signals in 
Chippenham, where his father worked in the 
office. In his spare time, Vincent would buy wild 
horses, break them, lead them in strings of three 
behind his own horse and sell them in Devizes 
Market, as only the well-to-do had a motor car in 
the late 1930s. 

Being called up for World War II, Vincent joined 
the Wiltshire Regiment and was immediately 


focused on D-Day preparations. Vincent was 
engaged as a driver, using AEC rigids to transfer 
equipment to the front lines, having landed on 
the Mulberry Harbour on around June 18th. 

Any thoughts he had that French people would 
welcome the British Soldiers were shattered 
when he drove through the ruined remains of 
Caen. 

Montgomery had requested aerial 
bombardments, to flush Germans out of their 
positions, and disgruntled French Nationals 
threw stones at the convoy of British Army 
vehicles. Within two months, Vincent was 
seconded to the American Army, to drive GMC 
and Mack trucks, involving action at the Falaise 
Gap and the Bridges at Arnhem and Nijmegen. 
His most harrowing experience was driving 
down a narrow country lane, not knowing it 
led to a concentration camp, from which the SS 
guards had just fled. 

After the war, Vincent was employed by C &T 
Harris (Caine) Ltd as a driver and his first vehicle 
was a Leyland Beaver lorry and draw-bar, which 
he took on regular runs to both Scotland and 
Redruth, Cornwall. He spent 32 years with C &T 
Harris and during his time he witnessed major 
changes in the supply chain, with half and full 
sow deliveries to wholesalers being transformed 
into palletised consignments of packaged 


saws 


products to Supermarket Regional Distribution 
Centres. 

Vincent took voluntary redundancy in 1980, 
aged 57, two years before the meat plant closed 
and became an agency driver. He spent two 
years working for Arthur Pitman's Point to Point 
Transport, then left to join Simon Nichollson 
continental work. Vincent drove a Scania artic 
with a tilt trailer to Italy and Belgium. He took 
international work in his stride, familiar with 
some destinations from his war years and he 
was known for sorting out his own problems. 

When Vincent'retired'he became a second 


man on his son's Scania tractor unit, to help 
Grant provide a competitive edge, making long 
distant container movements in a non-stop 
timescale. This continued for four years, until 
one day a load to the Isle of Wight required no 
second man, so Vincent when home to do jobs 
about the house and never went back onto the 
road. 

Vincent kept 1000 chickens in a paddock 
behind his house, his wife Olive would collect 
the eggs and he established a strong market for 
eggs deliveries to local stores and individuals 
who would knock on his door. He had a heart 
by-pass operation in 1994 and Vincent was 
re-energised, becoming a volunteer at the 
Atwell-Wilson Motor Museum in Caine, cleaning 
vehicles and doing the occasional wedding. 
Vincent's own Ford Model Y & Morris 1000 
Convertible cars are housed in the museum. 

Vincent's health declined in 2015 and he 
passed away just after his 91 st birthday in 
Swindon's Great Western Hospital. Vincent is 
deeply missed by his sons and their wives Stuart 
and Carol, Grant and Dawn, his granddaughters 
Jo, Sara-Jane, Samantha and Cheryl and two 
greatgrandchildren. 

If you want to know more about the activities 
of the 1950 Leyland Beaver, ring David Hall 
on 01225 865346 or visit the website, www. 
vintagelorryfunerals.co.uk 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally primed from 8Qp inc P&P. 
Preo digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-fine or mail order 

SAE NA3TCVR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail infb@na3l.nrg Phane. Sob 01903 2351 

Land; sea or air negative collections purchased 
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PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 


CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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Tailscene 


T his was the factual but not very 

exciting headline for a picture sent 
out to newspapers in December 
1930. If anybody can come up with 
something more interesting or 
amusing, I'd love to hear from you... 

I've been itching to use this picture, ever 
since I found it in the Stevens-Stratten Vintage 
Roadscene Picture Library. It shows the Dutch 
steamer, 'Drechtdyk' of Rotterdam, making its 
way out of the Royal Albert Dock into the River 
Thames. 

The original caption reads:' At every high 
tide one of the swing bridges, over which 
vehicular traffic passes, at the Manor Way end 
of the Royal Albert Dock, is swung back to 
allow ships to pass out to the river. The ship 
is towering above the roadway, completely 
dwarfing the traffic which it holds up.'Again, 
all very factual and down to earth. 


Everyone living or working where there 
are or have been such opening bridges to 
let shipping pass will know the frustration of 
having to wait. In my youth, the swing bridge 
in the centre of my home town of Lowestoft 
always seemed to have to be opened at rush 
hours, with hordes of cyclists, pedestrians 
and motor traffic all queuing up to get over. I 
think the situation is much the same with the 
present lifting bridge, although it probably 
opens less often. When the gates opened, 
it was amazing there weren't frequent 
accidents... 

There doesn't seem to be too much traffic 
in this picture, so it obviously wasn't rush 
hour, shift change or whatever. There are 
some pedestrians waiting, plus a few cyclists, 
including the one balancing with his foot 
casually on the front wheel of the bus. 

The bus is an SType, XH 3331, of the London 


General Omnibus Company, which must have 
been in its final year or so of service, with its 
open top, stairs and driver's seat, plus solid 
tyres. It is on route 101, which went through 
the London Docks, between Wanstead and 
North Woolwich. 

Behind the bus is a classic'vintage'(pre- 
1930) saloon, probably an Austin(?) HJ 8811 
(Southend, 1929), so nearly-new and smart¬ 
looking in its somewhat dingy surroundings. 
Behind that, nearest the camera is a horse- 
drawn wagon, belonging to a'Cartage 
Contractor'which looks like W Harris & Sons. 

These days, there is no shipping to talk of 
using the London Docks, and most of the 
roads are elevated or through tunnels, so this 
sort of situation wouldn't occur. However, you 
can't help wondering what the traffic would 
look like in a similar picture taken in later years, 
say, between the 1940s and '60s... 
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THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 




Details May Be Subject to Change 


38124 Bristol VRT UNITED COUNTIES 

In Tilling green livery United Counties operated services far and wide across the 
Home Counties from their base in Bedford. Our model is registered UBD 756H, 
fleet number 756 and is shown working on route 128 to Cambridge. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 


31515 RM Routemaster LONDON TRANSPORT 

An amusing combination on this London Transport Routemaster is the 
reoccurrence of the number 177. Registered VLT 177, fleet number RM 177 is 
working on route 177 to Abbey Wood. This bus was based at New Cross garage 
and is one of the few to carry the London Transport logo without the line under 
the words. NOVEMBER RELEASE 



22914 Bedford TK Boxvan RAIL EXPRESS PARCELS 

This short twin axle Bedford TK in Rail Express Parcels livery is sure to please model 
and rail enthusiasts alike. Registered RAE 716M, fleet number 4TK 6714 MW 
would have been a familiar sight at Rail Depots. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 



25212 Bristol RELL Bus SOUTHDOWN N.B.C. 

Continuing our Southdown centenary model theme this time in N.B.C. colours. 
Bristol RELL UCD 603J, fleet number 603 is seen operating route 48 to Old Steine 
near the Royal Pavilion, Brighton. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 



24823 Plaxton Minibus NORFOLK GREEN 

Norfolk Green has proved a very popular fleet on our models with the SLF Dart 
selling out almost as soon as it was released. The second release of our Plaxton 
Minibus in their colours features re registered N967 ENA, fleet number 402 
working route 47 to Magdalen near Downham Market, Norfolk. 

OCTOBER RELEASE 



28608 GM Standard Atlantean FIRST GREATER MANCHESTER 

In Manchester the "Tomato Soup" livery was either loved or loathed in equal 
measure. Over the years First made subtle changes to their livery and our model 
features 4522 registered SND 522X on route 559 to Bolton and features the bold 
Greater Manchester markings. nrrnRFR rfi facf 



29807 Wright Dennis Lance SOUTHEND TRANSPORT 

Southend's Wright bodied Lance's served the Corporation for many years, 
eventually becoming part of the First fleet serving Essex, one has now gone into 
preservation. Fleet number LSL 004 registered M764 JPA is working route 6 to 
Eastwood, Kent Elms. 

OCTOBER RELEASE 


33802 Bristol RELH Coach LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD CAR 

Lincolnshire is an interesting fleet working one of the larger counties so it's 
vehicles were well travelled. Their Bristol RELH fleet numbered 2822 and registered 
WVL 515 is working an Excursion as many of these coaches did. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

www.exclusivefirsteditions.com 









































